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Rani: I can’t believe the trip is over. 

Jem:  Me, either. It’s been fantastic to travel to  
space. But right now, all I can think about  
is what’s for dinner tonight.

Rani:  (laughing) Home-cooked food. Oh, yes! 

The Captain enters through a small internal door.

Captain:  All ready for blast-off, you two?

Jem, Rani: Yes, Captain!

Captain:  We’ll launch your pod in a few minutes,  
and then we’ll see you again on Earth in  
a few weeks, when the mothership lands.

Cast
Narrator

Rani, a female junior astronaut

Jem, a male junior astronaut

Captain, head of the space mission

Elsa, a girl living in Hopetown

Nick, a boy living in Hopetown

Scene 1

Narrator: It is the year 2030. Rani and Jem are the first  
two junior astronauts to journey into space.  
They are seated in their re-entry pod, ready  
to re-enter Earth’s atmosphere and return 
home. The pod windows in front of them  
show Earth below.
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Say
'Let’s read pages 2 and 3 together. 
After we have finished reading, look 
carefully at the illustration.'

Read
Read pages 2–3 together with the 
students. 

Check Understanding
 • Who are Rani and Jem?

 • What is Jem looking forward to 
having?

 • What are Rani and Jem about to 
do?

 • What does the word ‘narrator’ 
mean?

 • What does 'junior' mean?
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Rani: I can’t believe the trip is over. 

Jem:  Me, either. It’s been fantastic to travel to  
space. But right now, all I can think about  
is what’s for dinner tonight.

Rani:  (laughing) Home-cooked food. Oh, yes! 

The Captain enters through a small internal door.

Captain:  All ready for blast-off, you two?

Jem, Rani: Yes, Captain!

Captain:  We’ll launch your pod in a few minutes,  
and then we’ll see you again on Earth in  
a few weeks, when the mothership lands.

Cast
Narrator

Rani, a female junior astronaut

Jem, a male junior astronaut

Captain, head of the space mission

Elsa, a girl living in Hopetown

Nick, a boy living in Hopetown

Scene 1

Narrator: It is the year 2030. Rani and Jem are the first  
two junior astronauts to journey into space.  
They are seated in their re-entry pod, ready  
to re-enter Earth’s atmosphere and return 
home. The pod windows in front of them  
show Earth below.
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Talk

How do you think the 

characters felt about 

being the first two junior 

astronauts in space? 

Why?

Which words give us clues 

about how their trip 

went? 

I think the characters 
would have felt ______ 
because ______.

The words ______ and 
______ tell us about 
how their trip went.
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Jem, Rani: Yes, Captain!

Narrator:  The lights inside the pod go out, and there is  
a loud noise from its engines. A few minutes 
pass. The pod starts to shake and then to spin.

Jem: Is this supposed to happen?

Rani: I don’t know! (reaching forward and f licking  
a switch) Pod One to mothership, come in. 
Come in!

Crackle and static can be heard from a speaker.

Jem: What’s going on?

Rani: And what’s that strange swirl of light in front 
of us?

Scene 2

Narrator:  The pod has landed in the space centre  
on Earth. Rani and Jem leave the pod via  
the docking station.

Rani:  What a rough ride! But we made it. 

Jem: I don’t know why, but I feel like something  
is wrong. Why is everything empty …  
and why is it so dusty?
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Say
'Read page 4 to your partner.'

Read
Ask pairs of students to take turns to  
read page 4 to each other.

Check Understanding
 • What happens to the pod?

 • What can be heard from the speaker?

 • What can Jem and Rani see in front 
of them?

 • What does the word ‘static’ mean?

 • What is a 'swirl'?

Talk

How do you think Jem and 

Rani felt about their trip home? 

What key words in the text 

support this?

Retell the main events in the 

story so far.

I think that Jem and Rani 
felt ______.

The words that tell me this 
are ______ and ______.

The main events in the story 
so far are ______.
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Jem, Rani: Yes, Captain!

Narrator:  The lights inside the pod go out, and there is  
a loud noise from its engines. A few minutes 
pass. The pod starts to shake and then to spin.

Jem: Is this supposed to happen?

Rani: I don’t know! (reaching forward and f licking  
a switch) Pod One to mothership, come in. 
Come in!

Crackle and static can be heard from a speaker.

Jem: What’s going on?

Rani: And what’s that strange swirl of light in front 
of us?

Scene 2

Narrator:  The pod has landed in the space centre  
on Earth. Rani and Jem leave the pod via  
the docking station.

Rani:  What a rough ride! But we made it. 

Jem: I don’t know why, but I feel like something  
is wrong. Why is everything empty …  
and why is it so dusty?
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Say
'Let’s read page 5 together and then 
read it again to yourself.’

Read
Read page 5 together with the students 
and then allow time for them to read it 
again by themselves.

Check Understanding
 • Where did the pod land?

 • How do Jem and Rani leave the pod?

 • How does Rani describe the ride?

Talk

Why do you think Jem felt like 

something was wrong?

Look at the illustration. What 

does it show about how the 

characters are feeling?

Jem felt something was 
wrong because ______. 

The illustration shows the 
characters are feeling 
______. Fo
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