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Pop!
Pop up.  Popcorn.  Pop fly.  Pop music?

To pop is to make a little explosion.  POP!  

And maybe pop music does explode a bit.  It 

explodes in people’s minds and makes them 

want to sing.  It explodes in people’s feet and 

makes them want to dance.  It explodes through 

communities and becomes something everyone 

talks about and enjoys.

The “pop” in pop music is short for 

“popular.”  Pop is popular music.  Every year 

there are new pop hits.  Back in 1922, “Yes!  

We Have No Bananas” thrilled listeners.  

“Chattanooga Choo Choo” stirred them up in 

1941.  “Kung Fu Fighting” was a 1974 sensation.  

A more recent pop hit is “Uptown Funk.”

Number One
The Beatles were a popular band with 
many number-one songs.  John Lennon 
and Paul McCartney were two members 
of the band.  Lennon wrote 22 number 
one songs.  McCartney wrote 36.
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First Pop Song
No one knows for sure what the 
first pop song was.  Some think 
it was “Sumer Is Icumen In” 
from around AD 1239.  The title 
means “Summer Has Come In” in 
Middle English, and it was sung 
by minstrels.  Before that, most 
songs were church hymns.  “Sumer” was just a light number about 
summer.  But it was a big hit with 
the medieval crowd.
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Shoo-bop 
       Shoo-bop

“What are they talking about?!”

Parents have been trying to figure out pop 

music since pop music began.  A cave child 

probably once sang, “Shoo-bop, shoo-bop.”  Then, 

her cave dad cried out, “I just don’t get you kids!”

Pop is a genre that many people think is for 

young people.  That could be because people tend 

to best like the songs from when they were young.  

Older people often think that new songs are not 

as good as the ones they heard as kids.  This is just 

human nature.

Each generation has its own pop music.  Kids 

love their new music for the same reasons their 

parents loved theirs.

That’s Cool, Daddy-o!

There are a lot of slang words that mean 

“good.” Surprisingly, some slang we use 

now is over 100 years old.  Your great-

grandparents probably said “cool” for 

“good,” just as you say it today.  What 

new slang might your grandkids say?
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Overplayed
Popularity can be fleeting.  Often, a 
song becomes a big pop hit, and it is 
played a lot during a short period of 
time.  Sometimes, it is played so much 
that people grow tired of it.  Some may 
even start to dislike it.

I just don’t get 
you kids!

Kids don’t get 
you, Dad!
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What’s to Love?
Why do people love pop music so much?  

Maybe it is the music itself.  You can easily sing 

or dance along to a great pop song, and maybe 

the beat or groove makes you feel a certain way.  

You may feel happy or sad, and either emotion 

can be satisfying.  You may feel hopeful, inspired, 

or fired up!  A good song can make you feel any 

of these and more.

Of course, the music in a song is important.  It 

would not be a song without it.  What about the 

lyrics?  How important are they, and what makes 

one lyric better than another?  Would “Yes!  We 

Have No Broccoli” be just as good a lyric as “No 

Bananas”?  People might not like it as much.
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“Yes!  We have no bananas.  
We have no bananas today!”
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Music and Speech
Scientists have found that the 
patterns in happy songs reflect 
our patterns of happy speech.  
The same is true for sad music 
and sad speech.  In some ways, 
songs mirror the ways we talk.
and sad speech.  In some waIn some wayhd ne hdddd hcps eda ed ea pd eds .hds ccea hs ea  hhcccpd .eesdas d epdsa ees da ceepsadsd ppad ppp .  In some ways, Ihheasa sppd s h
songs mirror the ways wer the ways we tahhht eo horm wthr ehrro emm r wthhs irmmm whrorm to etrmms eoimmn tmmonon ionoo gg or the ways we talk.iis eror wm hor wn rmm tm

9

For teachers' 

inspection ONLY



Reader's Guide
1. What are lyrics?

2. What are some of the things that make 

great lyrics?

3. Why does word choice matter in song 

lyrics?

4. Why do you think people first started to 

set lyrics to music?
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