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Life or Death
A family is stranded on an island.  They have 

nothing to eat or drink.  An astronaut battles an 

alien.  A plane crashes.  A few survivors wander 

in the wild.  These fictional characters are in 

danger.  They are fighting to survive.  It is life  

or death.

Sometimes when people are under pressure, 

they show their true selves.  That is one reason 

survival books are popular.  They communicate 

special messages.  They show how a character’s 

best traits shine through when times are tough.

Books about survival are exciting to read.  

They can also be inspiring.  The same things that 

help characters when they are desperate can 

help real people in day-to-day life.

Looking for a  
Good Book?
Hatchet, The Sign of  the Beaver, 

and Surrounded by Sharks are great 

books about survival.  Ask your 

librarian for more suggestions.
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Real-Life Survival
In 2010, three teens survived being stuck 
on a small boat in the Pacific Ocean.  
They were lost for 50 days.  They drank 
water from rain collected in a tarp.  They 
had food only when waves brought small 
fish into the boat.

Liff S i l
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A Resourceful Rider
The Black Stallion, by Walter Farley, is a true 

classic.  The book starts with a bang.  A boy named 
Alec Ramsay is on a ship that is sinking in a storm.  
A wild horse is tied up in one of the ship’s rooms and 
will drown if Alec does not help.  Even though Alec 
is afraid that the fierce animal might kick him, he 
unties it.  Seconds later, they plunge into the water 
together.

A Racer
The Black Stallion is an Arabian 

horse.  This breed is known for its 

speed and endurance.  In the book, 

Farley describes the horse’s speed.  He 

wrote, “like a shot from a gun, the 

Black broke down the beach.  …His 

huge strides seemed to make him fly 

through the air.”
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The boy and the horse swim for hours.  The 
horse’s instincts guide it to a small, uninhabited 
island.  But Alec and the stallion are not safe.  There 
is little food and no shelter.  Working together, they 
survive until they are rescued.  Back home, the 
stallion becomes a great racehorse.

A Long Career
Farley wrote The Black Stallion 
while he was in college.  He 
wrote more Black Stallion books 
over a period of almost 50 years.  Farley was in his 70s when he 
wrote the 21st and final book in 
the series!
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Alec is tough, brave, and self-reliant.  But 

more than anything, he is resourceful in the face 

of fear.  This quality is the key to his survival.  

Resourceful people figure out how to do things.  

They experiment and improvise.

Alec’s can-do attitude is communicated through 

his actions.  He figures out how to start a fire by 

rubbing sticks together.  He does not have the best 

tools, but he makes do with what he can find.

Sometimes, being resourceful means failing 

and then trying again.  For example, Alec 

figures out a way to fish through trial and 

error.  He uses bark to tie his pocketknife 

to a long stick.  This spear does not work 

right away.  He spends all day teaching 

himself how to use it.

The Stories Continue
Walter Farley’s son Steven has 

continued writing the Black Stallion 

series.  Steven’s first book was The 

Young Black Stallion.  He wrote the 

book with his father.
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Alec is resourceful.  Being 
resourceful means you look 
for ways to solve problems or 
to simply get things done.

❯ Resource is in the word 
resourceful.  What is a 
resource?

❯ Time can be a resource.  If 
you did not have enough 
time to do all of your 
homework, what would 
you do?

❯ If you were stranded on 
an island like Alec, what 
resources would you need?
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ReaderÕs Guide
1. How is Alec resourceful?

2. Why is Mulan such an effective soldier?

3. What lessons from the Harry Potter

books can you use in your life?

4. How is Karana’s resilience related to her

optimism?

4. How is Karana’s resilience related to her

optimism?
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