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Dlympic Ideals

Can sports make the world a better place? Pierre de
Coubertin (duh koo-behr-TEHN) thought so. The French
educator had big dreams—and a very specific plan.
Inspired by ancient Greek sporting events that brought
together rival cities, he wanted to create an athletic festival
that would bring together the whole world.

In 1896, his vision gave birth to the first modern
Olympics. They were held in Athens, Greece.

De Coubertin did not organize the Olympics just to
find out who could run the fastest or who could jump the
farthest. In a poem, de Coubertin captured the spirit he
wanted for the Olympics. “O sport, you are peace! You
forge happy bonds between people,” he wrote.

For over one hundred years, the Olympics have brought
people together, proving that competition can create
community.

Olympic Art?

From 1912 to 1948, the Olympics
included an art competition.
Mixing art and sports was part

of de Coubertin’s unique vision.

De Coubertin even won a gold
medal for his poem “Ode to Sport.”



Pierre de Coubertin




i Global Gathering

Athletes from 14 nations entered the first Games.
The Olympics have grown in size ever since. The 2016
Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro played host to
athletes from more than 200 nations. Almost every
country in the world sent at least one athlete to Rio.

Spectators travel from around the world come to

cheer at the Games, too. Half a million foreigners went
to Rio to watch the Games. The city was happy to
welcome such diversity.

About 3.5 billion people watched the Rio Games
on television. That’s half the people in the world!
For comparison, about 100 million people watch the
Super Bowl each year. More than any other event, the
Olympics truly unite the planet.










2008 Opening Ceremony
in Beijing
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