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Go, Team Nature!
The great outdoors can be a scary place for any 

living thing.  Wild animals must hunt for food.  They 
also need to stay safe from predators.  Even one 
day without food or water can be disastrous.  A day 
without food means less energy to hunt or run.  A 
few days without water and it might be hard to see 
straight!

Make no mistake; living in the wild is very tough.  
However, having friends can make life much easier!  
An interdependent relationship can help two 
living things survive.  Both partners in this type of 
relationship get something good in return.  It’s sort of 
like getting paid to mow a neighbor’s lawn!  

 Think about the flowers and bees that you see 
outside.  Flowers on plants give bees nectar to drink, 
and in return, bees spread pollen to help new plants 
grow.  Both the plants and bees receive something 
they need from the relationship.  It’s a win-win 
situation!  Let’s look at other examples of these kinds 
of relationships in nature.  Go, Team Nature!
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As the bee drinks nectar, 
pollen sticks to its body.
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Masters of Disguise
Some creatures disguise themselves to hide 

from danger.  The decorator crab is a great 
example of a disguise artist.  These crabs live in 
shallow waters, which makes it easy for predators 
to spot them.  They hide themselves with things 
from their environment.  One thing decorator 
crabs use are sea sponges.  

There are more than 5,000 species of sea 
sponges.  They come in a variety of colors, shapes, 
and sizes.  If a large sea sponge breaks, it becomes 
two smaller sea sponges!  To survive, sea sponges 
filter water to find food.  Sea sponges could find 
more food if they could move.  Unfortunately, they 
can’t walk around on their own.  A sea sponge 
could use a good friend!

Decorator crabs and sea sponges have an 
interdependent relationship.  Decorator crabs pick 
up sea sponges and place them on their backs.  By 
doing so, sea sponges hide crabs from the sight of 
predators.  In return, crabs move sponges around 
and offer them new places to feed.  Now that’s 
great teamwork!
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Imagine a small sea sponge is about 1
3  the size of a 

decorator crab.  How many decorator crabs can 6 sea 
sponges cover?  Draw a model to show your thinking.

A crab hides under 
a sea sponge.

decorator crab
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Look and Listen
Zebras are striped animals found on the African plains.  

They grow to be 3 feet (1 meter) to 5 feet (1.5 meters) tall and 
weigh between 440 pounds (200 kilograms) and 900 pounds 
(408 kilograms).  They are social animals who spend their time in 
large herds.  They graze together on grass and groom one another.  
Also, their unique stripes blend together with the stripes of other 
zebras.  This appearance confuses predators.  Still, zebras must 
be constantly on guard against lions and hyenas. 
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Like zebras, ostriches also live in herds in Africa.  But, their 
herds are much smaller.  Ostriches are large birds that grow 
to be 7 ft. (2 m) to 10 ft. (3 m) tall and weigh 220 lbs. (100 kg) 
to 350 lbs. (159 kg).  They cannot fly.  But, they are very strong 
runners.  Running helps them escape lions, hyenas, and other 
predators on the plains.

How are these animals able to help each other?  Ostriches 
have a poor sense of hearing and smell but great eyesight.  
And, zebras have poor eyesight but a strong sense of smell.  
Ostriches can see predators coming, and zebras can smell them 
before they get too close.  Together, they keep each other safe. 

Zebras and ostriches share 
space on the African plains.
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