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Pyramids

A pyramid is an odd shape  It has a square 

base and triangle-shaped sides  The sides join 

together at the top to make a point 

Did you know?

Some of the oldest  
pyramids were called 
step pyramids because 
they look like giant steps.

This pyramid is a  
 step pyramid.
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Around the world many different types 

of pyramids have been built  Pyramids 

can be found in the countries of Egypt, 

China, India, and Mexico 

Some pyramids are very, very old, while 

other pyramids are not  Not all pyramids 

look exactly the same 

Did you know?

There are new pyramids, too.  
A glass pyramid was built in France.
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Ancient Egyptian Pyramids

The most well-known pyramids are found in 

the country Egypt  These pyramids were built 

on the bank of the Nile River  They were built 

thousands and thousands of years ago  We call 

the pyramids in Egypt ancient because they are 

very, very old 

Did you know?

Some of the Egyptian pyramids 
are almost 5,000 years old!
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Did you know?

People who live  
in Egypt are  
called Egyptians.

Pyramids of Giza Cairo

Red Sea

Mediterranean Sea

ANCIENT 
EGYPT

Nile River

0 100 200 Miles

0 100 200 300 Kilometers

N

7

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



The ancient Egyptians built pyramids to use as 

tombs  A tomb is a place where a body can be 

put after a person has died  The pyramids were 

built as tombs for the kings and queens of  

ancient Egypt  The ancient Egyptians called 

their kings and queens pharaohs. Although the 

pharaohs were buried in special tombs,  

most Egyptians were buried in the sand!

Did you know?

Some tombs were 
built into the sides  
of mountains.

Abu Simbel tomb 
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The ancient Egyptian pyramids were made of 

stone  The stone was cut into blocks  Each block 

needed to be exactly the right size and shape 

to fit the pyramids  Some of the smaller blocks 

were the size of a suitcase, while other blocks 

were as big as a car 
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