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The story has  
a beginning, 

middle, and end.

Realistic 
Fiction

The setting  
could exist  

in the real world.

The characters act, 
talk, think, and feel 

like real people.

The main character 
faces a problem.

The events are 
believable and true 

to life.
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Julian, Vanessa, and Nick are playing 
together. They are taking turns telling 
stories. When one of them tells a story, 
the other two imagine what  
is happening.
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“It’s my turn,” says Nick. “I’m going  
to tell a story.” 

“Great! We are ready to listen,” say 
Julian and Vanessa.
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“It is nighttime. There is a little boy  
in the forest. Suddenly, he sees a 
green light. The light is very bright!” 
says Nick. 

Julian’s eyes are wide open! Vanessa’s 
mouth is wide open!
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“What is that green light?” asks Julian. 

“What is that bright light?” asks Vanessa. 
They are both puzzled.
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“Keep listening. Are you curious?”  
asks Nick.

“Yes!” says Julian.

“Me too!” says Vanessa.  
“I am curious too!”
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“Good!” says Nick. “I will keep telling 
the story. The little boy sees the green 
light ahead of him.”
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“A few minutes later, the light is on his 
left. A few minutes after that, the light  
is on his right,” says Nick. 

Julian and Vanessa are puzzled!  
What is that green light?
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“What is that green light?”  
shouts Julian. 

“Where does it come from?”  
asks Vanessa.
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