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Track 2  Reading 

88

Reading: Exporting Drama: Soap Operas Cross Cultural Boundaries
Words to Know:  Entertainment; key word: in
Grammar:  Simple Present vs. Present Continuous and Present Perfect Simple 

vs. Present Perfect Continuous
Further Reading: From TV to Big Screen

1
Before You Start
• What’s your favorite soap opera?

• Do you prefer local or foreign shows?

• Which kinds of entertainment does your country export?

All the World’s a StageAll the World’s a Stage

A  The U.S.
As with many forms of popular entertainment, the United States leads the way in exporting 
its TV dramas to the rest of the world. In the 1980s, shows like Dallas, Dynasty and Falcon Crest 
brought glitz and glamor to hundreds of millions of viewers worldwide. Perhaps the most 

Exporting Drama: 
Soap Operas Cross Cultural Boundaries
Soap operas are popular around the world, but some countries have a knack of producing 
shows that capture the imagination of people far and wide. 

Cast of  Falcon Crest
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All the World’s a Stage 1

B  U.K. and Australia
The U.K. has a long tradition of producing quality soap operas. Indeed, the British soap 
Coronation Street is the longest-running soap that is still being aired. In the 1980s, however, 
Australian soaps such as Neighbours and Home and Away became incredibly popular with 
British viewers. Several actors have launched pop-music careers based on their fame in these 
programs, Kylie Minogue being the most notable.  

C  South Korea 
Over the last decade, K-dramas have become a phenomenon 
all over Asia. They are also starting to gain a following in other 
parts of the world. These soaps are typically “closed,” meaning 
there are a limited number of episodes. Korea has been quick 
to take advantage by setting up a thriving tourist industry 
based on the “drama fever.” Fans can now visit the locations 
where their favorite soaps are filmed.

D  Brazil
Like many of Asia’s serialized dramas, Brazil’s telenovelas, as 
they are known, run for a limited period. The top shows have 
been beamed into households all over the globe, but have been particularly popular in Eastern 
Europe and Russia. Although the characters have mainly been rich and glamorous, more 
recently, producers have been coming up with different scenarios, portraying working class 
people.

Audiences have been watching foreign soap operas for almost as long as they have been 
broadcast. The narrowing of cultural divides in the digital era has made it easier than ever to 
export entertainment, and soap operas remain the most appealing of TV formats.

Culture Notes
K-Pop is immensely popular in East Asia. Groups like Super 
Junior, Girls Generation and Big Bang have millions of adoring 
fans across the region. The groups favor multiple members, dance 
routines, and eye-catching outfits over musicianship. In recent 
years the K-pop music genre has started to make headway in 
Western countries, particularly since the phenomenal success of 
Korean singer PSY’s global smash hit Gangnam Style.  

successful American soap, though, is the medical drama, The Days of our Lives. The show was 
first aired in 1965 and is still being broadcast in dozens of countries to this day.
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All the World’s a Stage1

Do You Get It?A
 Multiple Matching

Look at paragraphs A to D again and try to 
match them to 1-10 below. 

Which paragraph mentions …
_____ 1.  changes in the subject matter of a 

country’s soaps?
_____ 2.  similarities between soaps in different 

parts of the world? 
_____ 3. a famous soap star?
_____ 4. a change of career?
_____ 5. a benefit to a country?
_____ 6. a show involving doctors?
_____ 7.  a soap that has been on TV longer than any other?
_____ 8. three soaps from one country? 
_____ 9. a term meaning “limited”?
_____ 10. a country that dominates in exporting its entertainment worldwide?

 Reading Comprehension

Based on the reading text, choose the most appropriate answer to the following 
questions.

1. What is meant by the word “knack”?  Vocabulary 
a. talent
b. idea

c. job
d. success

2. Which country produces the oldest soap?  Detail 
a. U.S.
b. U.K.

c. Australia
d. Brazil

3. Which of the following is true of Kylie Minogue?  Detail 
a. She has had more than one career.
b. She is British.

c. She has starred in several soaps.
d.  She has helped actors become stars.

4. Which of the following is not used as a synonym for soap operas?  Inference 
a. serialized dramas
b. telenovelas

c. programs
d. scenarios

5. What can we infer the “K” in “K-dramas” stand for?  Inference 
a. kind
b. Korean

c. kids
d. kissing
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All the World’s a Stage 1

Master Your VocabularyB

 Find the Word

Match a word from the box to the meanings below.

globe typically appealing exporting portraying
notable thriving serialized glamorous phenomenon

1.  sending abroad ________________________
2.  an unusual or amazing occurrence ________________________
3. excitingly attractive ________________________
4. successful / doing well  ________________________
5. world ________________________
6. showing ________________________
7.  more often than not  ________________________
8. shown in installments ________________________
9. well-known ________________________ 
10. attractive ________________________

 Key Word: in

Choose the answer to the following questions.

1. Is he in your class?
a. Yeah, he is in my class.
b. He is the one in yellow.
c. No, he sits in front of me.

2. What kind of sports is he interested in?
a. He’s quite interesting.
b. Not in sport.
c. He’s interested in football and tennis.

3. In your opinion, which color is best?
a. I think blue is the best.
b. My mother likes blue the best.
c. He thinks we shouldn’t use colors.

4. Can I come in?
a. Sure, you can dress in red. 
b. Yes, please step outside.
c. Of course, please have a seat.
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 Phrasal Verbs

The following phrasal verbs contain the particle or preposition up. Choose the 
correct verb to complete the sentences. Make sure to use an appropriate tense. 

set give bring come make
beat turn hang break draw

1.  Henry always ____________________ up with great ideas for his school projects.
2.  I don’t believe your excuse. I think you’re ____________________ it up.
3.  If you want to deposit you money, you will need to ____________________ up a bank 

account to deposit.
4.  The government is ____________________ up plans to create a new business district in the 

city.
5.  Paul was scared that the bullies would ____________________ him up if he didn’t give them 

his money.
6.  Please don’t ____________________ up the argument you had with Lucinda when she visits 

tonight.
7.  We just couldn’t figure out the answer to the puzzle, so we ____________________ up.
8.  I’m not sure whether Sid ____________________ up the phone or the line just cut out.
9. The school ____________________ up for the summer vacation at the end of this week.
10. Don’t worry about your keys. I’m sure they will ____________________ up eventually.

Tips for Learning Words

1. Categorize: Put the words into groups according to:
A. Topic

household activities and chores: clean up, turn on/off, hang up, put away, take out, 
pick up etc.

B. Verb
give: give up, give away, give in etc.

C. Particle or preposition
down: sit down, back down, close down etc.

2. Make a note of synonyms:
give up = quit

3. Beware of multiple meanings: 

Set up can mean establish, but can also mean put (someone) in a dangerous or bad position 
through trickery.

 Vocabulary Helper 
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All the World’s a Stage 1

A.  Simple Present vs. Present Continuous

Some words are rarely used in the continuous form. These are called stative or state verbs. 
They describe feelings, emotions and states of mind.

Example:

• I really like sports. 
 NOT I’m really liking sports. 

Some verbs can be used as stative or action verbs depending on the intended meaning.  

Examples: 

• Laura has a beautiful house in the country (= the state of possessing something)
• She is having a great time (= an active condition of enjoying something)

Try It Out

Complete the pairs of sentences with the appropriate ending or tense.
1. Joan watches soap operas __________. a. every day
  Joan is watching a movie __________. b. right now

2. I’m thinking __________. a. hip-hop music is boring
 Jane thinks __________. b. about writing a novel

3. Most South Americans __________. a. play soccer
  We __________ tonight. b. are playing soccer

4. Are you __________ a good time? a. have
  I __________ an idea. b. having

5. We __________ to the park at least once a week. a. go
  We __________ to the ice rink now. b. are going 

Enhance Your GrammarC
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B.  Present Perfect Simple vs. Present Perfect Continuous

In many cases these two tenses can be used with little difference in meaning.

There is a tendency to use the continuous form for a 
more recent action.

Example:

• I’ve been watching TV for the last hour.
RATHER THAN
I’ve watched TV for the last hour.

While we can use the simple form for both quantity and 
length of time, the continuous is not usually used to 
express an amount.

Example: 

• I’ve read five books today.
NOT  I’ve been reading five books today.

Some other tendencies are:

1. Completion vs. Duration
Examples:

• I’ve fixed the computer. (= the computer is fixed)
•  I’ve been fixing the computer. (= the computer is not necessarily fixed, that’s just how 

I’ve been spending my time)

2. Result vs. Side Effect
Examples:

• I’ve done the gardening. (= the gardening is finished / I’ve achieved my purpose)
• Q: Why are you covered in mud? 

 A: I’ve been doing the gardening. (= the mud is an unwanted side effect) 

 Try It Out

Complete the pairs of sentences with the appropriate ending or tense.
1. __________ for the last 30 minutes. a. I’ve cooked
  __________ the meal. Let’s eat. b. I’ve been cooking

2. My T-shirt is wet because __________. a. I’ve been cleaning the windows
 __________. Is there anything else that needs doing? b. I’ve cleaned the windows

3. We’ve __________ five sausages. a. been eating
  We’ve __________ since 3 p.m. b. eaten
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Reading OverviewD
Reread the article on pages 8 to 9. It seems many countries export their pop culture. 
What do you think this tells us about cultural boundaries in the world today? Write 
your answer in a couple of sentences.

Thinking CapE
A.  You can introduce ideas with fluency markers such as in my opinion, from my point of view, it 

seems to me etc. 

Example:

Q : Is watching too much TV bad for your health?

A : As far as I’m concerned, watching TV too much could be bad for your health.

B.  Read each question carefully and answer with at least two sentences. Remember, there is no 
single right answer. Just give your point of view and try to explain it.

1.  Why are soap operas popular in so many countries? Why are people interested in foreign 
soaps?

2.  What other kinds of entertainment are exported around the world? Which countries export 
the most?

3.  Will cultural boundaries disappear in the future? Why? Why not?

4. How many English classes __________. a. have you been taking
  __________ your pills for the last couple of days? b. have you taken

5. Joe __________ his homework. Now he is going to play. a. has finished
   The room is a mess as she __________ the renovations. b. has been finishing
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