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Track 16  Reading 

7272

Reading : The Beatles: Pop Music’s Great Trendsetters
Words to Know : Music; key word: sound
Grammar :  Causative Verbs
Further Reading : Music to My Ears 

7
Before You Start
• Do you have a favorite singer?  

• What kind of music is popular in your country? 

• How does music make you feel? 

The Beatles: Pop Music’s 
Great Trendsetters
Hailed as the greatest band of all time, the Beatles are 
known throughout the world and from generation 
to generation. However, it wasn’t just their catchy melodies and style 
that made them so famous. Perhaps their most important contributions to pop music were 
the countless changes that they introduced. Almost everything they did was different from the 
accepted norm. 

Life’s SongbookLife’s Songbook
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The Concept Album 
Prior to 1967, record companies had rarely let bands 
have any say in how an album was organized. The 
label had the performers go into the studio to 
complete the tracks, which were then released as a 
series of singles before the album was released. In 
most cases, the artists had no input into which tracks 
would be released as singles or the order in which 
they would appear on the album. Cover art was 
also something that the company did not allow the 
musicians to contribute to. All of this changed with 
the release of the groundbreaking album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. On this album, 
the Beatles had greater artistic control than ever before. They were involved in the design of the 
album cover, which is often named as one of the best of all time. The Beatles also came up with 
an idea to create a story for the album. They assumed an alter ego and performed as a fictitious 
band, allowing them greater artistic freedom. Another daring move was the decision not to 
release any singles from the album in advance, which was the normal procedure for bands at the 
time. Instead, the whole album was released at the same time and became an enormous hit. Sgt. 
Pepper is now regarded by many music critics as one of the greatest albums ever made. 

The Music Video
For many people, it was MTV that sparked the era of the music video. The first video to be shown 
on the channel in 1981 was the aptly named Video Killed the Radio Star, and this is often cited as 
the first music video. However, the Beatles were way ahead of the game in this area, too. By the 
mid 1960s, they were already making promotional clips for international audiences so that they 
didn’t have to travel abroad for live performances all the time. Once they decided to stop touring 
in 1966, they made their first full-fledged video for the song Paperback Writer.  

The Stadium Concerts
As they sold out all the auditoriums, theaters and concert halls they played in, the Beatles 
realized that they could probably perform at much larger locations. Home of the New York 
Mets baseball team, Shea Stadium was a 55,000-seater sports facility. No rock band had ever 
attempted to fill a venue that possessed such a capacity. Like most of the Beatles decisions, 
though, this one proved prescient. The $5-dollar tickets sold out within hours of going on sale. 
Although, Shea is sadly now no more, footage of the concerts gives you an idea of just how 
popular the Beatles were at the time, with thousands of young (mainly female) fans screaming 
wildly as their idols perform. The sound quality was extremely poor and, the concert organizers 
kept the audience away from the field where the stage was so they could barely hear a thing, but 
the concert paved the way for stadium rock as we know it today.
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Do You Get It?A

 Multiple Matching

Reread the three main passages in the text.

a. The Concept Album b. The Music Video c. The Stadium Concerts

Which of the passages mentions …
_____ 1. sound problems?
_____ 2. the visual aspect of an album?
_____ 3. a false identity?  
_____ 4.  a song by another band? 

_____ 5.  small pieces of film? 
_____ 6.  video of a live performance? 
_____ 7.  a reaction to a show? 
_____ 8.  restrictions on musicians? 

 Reading Comprehension
Based on the reading text, choose the most appropriate answer to the following 
questions.

1.  What is true of most record companies before Sgt. Pepper was made?   Detail 
a.  They did not give the musicians 

creative freedom.
b.  They did not use covers for their 

albums.

c. They never released singles in advance.
d.  They let the musicians decide how the 

album was organized.

2.  Which of the following is NOT true of Sgt. Pepper?    Vocabulary 
a. It is popular with music critics.
b. It was different from previous albums.

c. It featured other musicians
d.  The Beatles invented a fake band for 

the album.

3.  Which of the following words best sums up the view of the Beatles presented in the article? 
 Vocabulary 
a. trendy b. complicated c. traditional d. innovative

4.   Why was the song Video Killed the Radio Star aptly named?  Inference 
a.  Because it was sung by the Beatles.
b.  Because it was released by a radio station.
c.  Because the video for the song was the first on 

MTV.
d.  Because it finished the career of a famous band.

5.  What can we infer about Shea Stadium?   Inference 
a.  It hosted concerts before the Beatles.
b.  It no longer exists.
c.  It has moved to a different location.
d.  It changed from a music venue to a sports venue.
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Master Your VocabularyB

 Find the Word

The following words occur in the reading text. Use the clues to complete the 
crossword.

aptly hail track prescient catchy full-fledged
input label spark fictitious alter ego precursor

Down
1. not real or factual
2. something that is complete in development
3. able to predict the future
5. done in an appropriate way
8. song or piece of music from an album
9. to praise
10. a contribution
11. to start or cause to happen

Across
4. a record or music company
6. a different version of yourself
7. easily remembered
12. something or someone that 

comes before something else, 
often signalling the arrival or 
development of that thing
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 Key Word: sound

Replace the word sound with one of the expressions from the box.

a. valid b. practical  c. thorough  d. noise e. solid f. deep

_____ 1. All students must demonstrate a sound understanding of the core texts. 
_____ 2.  Ray fell into a sound sleep. 
_____ 3. That is not a sound argument.
_____ 4. Any decent construction needs sound foundations. 
_____ 5. What was that sound I just heard?
_____ 6. Yvonne always offers me sound advice.

 Phrasal Verbs
The verbs in the box are related to music. Use one to complete the following 
sentences using an appropriate tense or form. 

tune up tune in put out beat out belt out sell out

1.  The drummer ______________________ a interesting rhythm on his drums. 
2.  Before the band started the gig, they 

______________________ their instruments. 
3.  The group had ______________________ 

seven albums before they split up. 
4.  At our year-end party, we had karaoke 

competition and ______________________ 
pop songs.

5.   Tickets to the concert 
______________________ within minutes of 
going online.

6.  Every weekend, I ______________________ to 
my favorite radio show.

 Vocabulary Helper

Musical idioms are common in English. Choose a meaning (a-c) for the following 
idioms.

1. If you blow your own trumpet, you:
a. show off. b. start a fight. c. feel tired.

2. If you face the music, you: 
a. accept responsibility. b. enjoy yourself. c.  have troubles.
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Causative Verbs
Causative verbs are used to show someone causing something to take place. In causative 
constructions, the subject does not actually physically do anything, but he or she causes 
an action to happen by getting someone else to do it. Causative verbs can often convey a 
similar meaning to passive verbs and can be used as an alternative to passive constructions.

Example:
• Ted’s apartment was decorated. (passive)
• Ted had his apartment decorated. (causative)  

The main causative verbs are make and have.

Make
When used as a causative verb, make expresses the 
idea that the subject requires another person to do 
something. It can also be used when someone causes 
an effect or mental state in another person.

Examples:
• The teacher made us stay after class.
• Nora really made me angry.  

Let
This verb is commonly confused with make by English learners. The difference between the 
two verbs is that make implies that the subject forced someone to do something, whereas let 
indicates that the person allowed or permitted the other person to do the action. 

Have
By using have, we express the idea that a person wants something to be done for them. We 
often use have when we are speaking about services. There are two forms using have.
1. Subject + have + person + base form of verb

Examples:
• We had the builder construct a wall for us in the garden. 
• I had Jay design a Web site for my new business. 

Enhance Your GrammarC

3. If you strike a false note, you: 
a. tell a lie. b.  refuse to accept 

something.
c.  say or do something 

inappropriate. 

4. If something is going for a song, it is:
a. beautiful. b. fun. c. cheap. 
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 Try It Out

Choose the correct causative verb to complete the following sentences. 
1. I didn’t want to take the money but Joanna (made / allowed / let) me do it.
2. When I was a child, my mother always (forced / made / helped) me to eat my vegetables.
3. I’ll (let / get / make) you borrow my book, but please take care of it.
4. We (had / got / allowed) the technician look at our computer to see what the problem was. 
5. My mom always (has / makes / enables) her nails done at a local salon.
6. Listening to soul music always (gets / causes / lets) me in a romantic mood.

2. Subject + have + Object + Past Participle
Examples:
• Jill had her hair cut yesterday.
• I had the house redecorated before my parents arrived. 
Note the similarity in form to the passive. 

Get
The verb get can be used as a causative verb in a similar way to have. Again, it expresses the 
idea that a person wants something to be done for them. Sentence constructions using get 
as a causative verb often sounds more idiomatic and informal than those using have or make. 
For this reason, we use these constructions more often in spoken English. 

Examples:
• They got their house painted last week.
• Tom got his car washed yesterday.

Other causative verbs
There are other verbs in English that are used to 
show a causative relationship. These include allow, 
help, cause, force and enable. 

 Examples:
•  Our company allows us to take breaks whenever 

we feel like it. 
• Belle helped me get over the death of my dog. 
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Reading OverviewD
Why were the changes that the Beatles introduced important for pop music? Explain 
in your own words in a couple of sentences.

Thinking CapE
A.  Beware of new words that sound familiar or that you think you can guess from their similarity 

to others. Sometimes seemingly related words have no connection and can be completely 
different in meaning. This is often the case with words that appear to be the antonyms of 
other common words.

For example, a disagreeable person is unpleasant not someone who disagrees with you, and 
an insecure person is someone who lacks confidence, not someone who is not safe.  

B.  Read each question carefully and answer with at least two sentences. Remember, there is no 
single right answer. Just give your point of view and try to explain it.

1.  The Beatles had a big influence on pop 
music in the 20th century by changing the 
way things were done and introducing 
innovations. Which artists or innovations have 
changed music in more recent times?  

2.  What does the popularity of shows like 
American Idol tell us about pop music these 
days? 

3.  How will music change in the future? Will 
musical ability become less important?
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