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Communicate with SYMBOLS S,

Dear Reader

Every day, people use all kinds of symbols to
communicate with each other. When symbols are
designed and presented well, they enable us to
convey messages quickly and efficiently. For example,
think about how you would design a symbol for

a new app icon that must instantly convey what it is

to browsing users. In Chapter 5, you'll find some ideas
that may help you to design effective symbols like

icons and logos, as well as eye-catching advertisements.
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In Chapter 2, see how traditional symbols are used
artistically in Aboriginal art. On pages 8-9, meet
Mary Brumby, a successful indigenous artist from
South Australia. Mary has kindly allowed me to
reproduce one of her magnificent works of art, Karu.

| hope that you enjoy viewing and reading about just
some of the many uses for symbols in this book.
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When people need a simple way to
communicate, symbols are ideal.

Symbols in Aboriginal Art

Beautiful art can symbolise culture,
history, traditions, environment and
landscape.

The Ekkadal caves in India are a treasure
trove of mysterious prehistoric symbols.

Many major events in our lives are
represented by colours, objects or symbols.

Is a Logo a Symbol?

A logo can be a powerful symbol that
embodies a company or product.

Symbols from the Heart

The heart is a universal emblem
of human feelings and emotions.




Y

Signing Symbols

Sign language is a system of symbols that enables r.
us to communicate using our hands.

Writing Symbols

o
There are almost as many writing systems as ;
there are cultures around the world. :

® J Symbols of Countries

Plants and animals are popular and easily recognisable || 2L
ways to identify countries.

§ ) Geographical and Landmark Symbols
I
Many countries have a building, a geographical o
feature, or an iconic structure that is instantly
associated with that place.

Designing Currency Sym

There are symbols for different currencies around o
the world — but what do you do when you need
a new one?

" Index and Glossary page 3




A symbol is somethingthat 1epresents something else.
Symbols are a visual way of communicating information

the need for language. A symbol might be a letter, a graphic
or a physical object.

A person who studies
symbols or uses them
to communicate ideas.

Designing Effective Symbols SEMIOTICS

simply. A good symbol will communicate meaning without
|
|

Symbols are one of the most effective forms

of communication because when they are designed well, Th¢ themy.aﬂd study

they can easily communicate the same thing to many ]
different people. Place a stylised image of a kangaroo

on a clothing label, or a kiwi on the tail of an aircraft,

and most people would know which country they represent.
A well-designed symbol quickly conveys meaning to an audience,
no matter what language they speak. That makes symbols a

\/  powerful means of communication in a world of many languages.

of signs and yljnbols used to
communicate ideas: m*la.nguage
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