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Retelling to Encourage Critical Thinking About the Content

Ask each student to retell the story in their own words.

Record the retelling for further discussion and reflection.

Questions to Reinforce Meaning and Stimulate Discussion

Literal

1
2
3

What was one of the things that Skylar liked about dancing?
What did Skylar use to help her hold her breath underwater?
What did Skylar learn to do when she tried out for the artistic swimming team?

Inferential

4
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Why did Skylar gasp when Dr Lei said she needed a year's rest from dancing?
Why do you think Skylar liked the girls'colourful swimming costumes?

Do you think Skylar has seen aftistic swimming before? Why?

Why did Rachel ask Skylar if she had ever been to dance class?

Why did Skylar worry about getting into the artistic swimming team?

Applied Knowledge

9

How is artistic swimming similar to dancing?

10 Why is Skylarable to ‘dance in water’ but no longer able to do ballet dancing?
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Chapter 1
Skylar Loves Dancing

Skylar loved to dance.

She had been going to ballet classes
since she was four years old.

“I like dancing more than anything in the whole world!”

Skylar always told her mum.




Skylar Loves Dancing

Skylar liked her colourful dance costumes.




Dancing in Water

But there was one thing Skylar didn’t like about dancing.
After class, her ankle always hurt.

“We’d better ask Dr Lei about that ankle,”
said Mum one day, after class.



Skylar Loves Dancing

Mum took Skylar to see Dr Lei.

As soon as Dr Lei looked at Skylar’s ankle,
Skylar sensed she had some bad news for them.

“I’m afraid your ankle needs at least a year’s rest
from dancing,” said Dr Lei.

Skylar gave a gasp.

“But you can still walk and play and swim,”

said Dr Lei in a kind, calm voice.




Chapter 2
Ms Puri’s Clever ldea

That night, Skylar was miserable.
She felt like crying.

At school the next day, she became so upset
that she really did cry.

“What’s the matter, Skylar?” asked her teacher, Ms Puri.

Ms Puri listened carefully as Skylar told her
what Dr Lei had said.
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