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What Are Grasshoppers and Crickets?

Grasshoppers and crickets are insects.
Many grasshoppers and crickets can jump.
Some have wings and can fly.

a grasshopper jumping




Most grasshoppers and crickets

have large back legs,

which they use for jumping.

They can also make sounds

by rubbing together parts of their bodies.
This is known as singing, or chirping.

a cricket %




Like all insects, grasshoppers and crickets

have a head, a thorax and an abdomen.

Most grasshoppers and crickets have

two antennae (say: an-ten-ee), four wings and six legs.

Grasshoppers and crickets have two large eyes,
and three smaller eyes.

The two large eyes are compound eyes.

Each compound eye has hundreds of tiny lenses inside it.
The lenses help grasshoppers and crickets

to see moving things.

The three small eyes help the insects
to see light and dark.

large eye ,

small eye

This photo shows the head of a grasshopper.



Differences Between Grasshoppers and Crickets

Grasshoppers

antennae

abdomen

Crickets

antennae

thorax

abdomen

short antennae

long antennae

hearing parts on the abdomen

hearing parts on the front legs

active mostly during the day

active mostly during the night

plant eaters

plant and meat eaters

They rub their back legs with
their front wings to make
a sound.

They rub their front wings
together to make a sound.




The Life Cycle of Grasshoppers and Crickets

The life cycle of a grasshopper and a cricket
has three stages: egg, nymph and adult.

The eggs hatch into nymphs,

which look like small adult insects without wings.
Nymphs moult, or lose the outer covering

on their bodies, many times as they grow

to be adults.

This change from an egg to an adult
is called metamorphosis (say: met-a-mor-fa-sis).

Birds, beetles, rodents, reptiles
and spiders eat grasshoppers.



The Life Cycle of a Cricket
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