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All About Graphic Novels

What Are Graphic Novels?

A graphic novel is a story told graphically. This means that the
story is told through pictures. Some graphic novels tell a story with

pictures alone, but most graphic novels use a combination of words

and pictures, carefully written and designed to work well together.

In a graphic novel, words
and pictures are usually
arranged in individual
“panels”. These are frames
or boxes that show a short
piece of action in the story.
The panels are arranged in
sequence across the page,

or across a pair of pages.

Since the 1970s, graphic
novels have been a very
popular form of literature
and entertainment for
people of all ages.

This page of panels is
from the graphic novel
The Adventures of Anders
by Gregory Mackay.
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1wonder what
holiday homework.
we'll get this time?

 Maybe it'll be

adrawing or
something.

) No, it'll probably be
| || @ diorama project.

——
What would you
know, Terry?

Okay, class, the
homework for the
break will be a

dierama project.

| e

You'll need to build 2
mode| of something
you see on your

study break.

Many people think that graphic novels are the same thing as comic
books, but they are different from each other. A graphic novel usually
tells a complete story in one book, whereas comic books tend to be

much shorter, and usually tell smaller parts of a longer, continuing story.
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Captain Underpants is a

- . .
graphic novel series for

children by Dav Pilkey.
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In many ways, a graphic novel is more like a movie than a regular
novel. Each illustration is like a photo, taken from a particular angle.
The illustrator can zoom in to show a specific detail of a scene; for
example, they can show the emotion on a character’s face. They can
also zoom out to show where the scene takes place.

HANSEL AND GRETELS PARENTS SEARCHED FOR THEM FOR WEEKS. BUT THEY WERE NOWHERE TO BE FOUND.,
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show where characters are
and how they are feeling.

Some graphic novels are written and illustrated by the same person.
More often, the story is written by one person and illustrated
by another.

The author of a graphic novel needs to imagine how each individual
panel in the story could look. They also'need to decide if a panel
needs dialogue or a caption. Dialogue is the speech between
characters. A caption is a brief explanation of what is happening or
about to happen in the panel.
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At last they arrived in a great desert. Tama-nuij-te-ra
was sleeping in a huge pit. Maui and his brothers set
to work. They built a wall of clay to hide behind and
for shelter from the fierce heat of the sun.

Then they draped the noose over the pit.

KEEF WELL HIDDENM, OR YOU MAY FRIGHTEN
HIM OFF. WAIT FOR MY SIGNAL, AND THEN
PULL ON THE ROFES AS HARD AS YOU CAN.

WORK FASTER, BROTHERS,
TAMA-NUI-TE-RA WILL SOON RISE!

They waited in fearful silence. Soon, a fiery glow rose from within the pit.
Tama-nui-te-ra appeared. The brothers attacked.

STOP YOUR BLOWS!
WHY DO YOU DO THIS TO ME?
NEVER HAVE | FELT SUCH FAIN!

| WILL 5TOP WHEN YOU
# FROMISE TO SLOW YOUR
M JOURNEY ACROSS THE SKYI

BUT YOU MUST STOF
HITTING ME!

The agreement made, Maui halted his attack and jumped down from the sun. 1
He ordered his brothers to release Tama-nui-te-ra from the noose.

DON'T FORGET — YOU MUST MOVE SLOWLY.
IF YOU DO NOT, | WILL RETURN WITH MY

MAGIC JAWBONE AND INFLICT MORE FAIN
UFON YOU.

In this graphic novel retelling of the story “Maui and the Taming of
the Sun”, the captions describe the events of the story, while the
speech bubbles show what Maui and Tama-nui-te-ra are saying.




Types of Graphic Novels Manga

Graphic novels can tell any kind of story, but they tend to be grouped Manga is a Japanese word meaning “whimsical pictures”. Manga is a
into one of five categories. type of comic book or graphic novel created in Japan that is extremely
Superhero Stories popular. There, manga books are read from the back to the front.

Each page is read from its top-right corner to

The most popular type of graphic novel is the superhero story. its bottoffTGRcORer. When manga books are

Lik rhero movi hese novels tell th ry of rhero’ . .
e superhero movies, these novels tefl the story of a supernero’s translated into other languages, their pages

quest. A quest is a journey to find something

are sometimes changed so they can be read

important, or to achieve something difficult. from left to right and top to bottom, like most
)

These types of graphic novels often feature e anese books.

characters who are popular in movies, such as

Superman, Captain Marvel or Black Panther.
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Many bookshops have a special manga
g section near the other graphic novels.

1ON UNDER QUR FEET BOC ON
Black Panther is a famous comic book series
that has been made into a series of films.

ANAT

fog
G
Ee
-t

u

TIALILHIS
LT SETETITIES L 2
TIEILEIS PR
HOOUMHLL
IAWHETS BT
ooaxd BeE
ELIMNaS
HIAOTHHEL

o YINIOWIWOHIH A

._.
==
=TT

|
:





