
guided reading cards
AnswersAbout

Le
ve

l 1
2 

Ca
rd

s
Le

ve
l 1

3 
Ca

rd
s

Le
ve

l 1
4 

Ca
rd

s
Le

ve
ls

 1
4/

15
 C

ar
ds Fo

r R
ev

iew
 O

nly



1

The Show and Tell 
Surprise

Story by Heather Hammonds
Illustrations by Tom Jellett

“It’s time for Show and Tell,” said Ms Scott. 

“Today, Mimi, Jack and Corey 

are going to talk to us.”

Mimi had a new book,  

and Jack had a toy dinosaur.

Corey took a red box  

from his school bag. 

“I have a surprise in this box,” 

he said to Jack.
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“Can I look in the box?” said Jack.

“No!” laughed Corey.

Mimi and Jack  

talked to the class first. 

Then, it was Corey’s turn. 

He slowly took the lid off the red box. 

“I put my favourite rocks in this box,” 

he said. “I have some fossils, too.”

“What are fossils?” said Jack.

“I will show you,” said Corey.

Corey took the rocks and fossils  

out of the box.  

“This is a sandstone rock,” he said, 

“and this is a shark-tooth fossil.”
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“You have four rocks and a fossil 

in your box,” said Mimi, 

“but there is room for one more.”

“I have a fossil in my hand,” said Corey. 

“Can you tell me what it is?”

“Is the fossil very old?” asked Ms Scott.

“Yes,” said Corey. “It’s very old.”

“Is it a little dinosaur?” said Jack.

“No,” said Corey.
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“Is it round?” said Mimi.

“Yes,” said Corey. “It is!” 

“Please show us,”  

the children called out.

Corey opened his hand. 

“Surprise!” he said.  

“It’s a sea-snail fossil.”

“That’s a very good  

Show and Tell surprise,”  

said Ms Scott.

Retell this Narrative
Read this story again.

Record yourself as you retell the story.

Listen to the recording.

Check! Did you remember most things in the story?

Questions about The Show and Tell Surprise

 What had Jack brought to school for Show and Tell?

 Why didn’t Corey let Jack look in the box?

 What was the rock made of?

 Why did Corey keep the fossil in his hand?

 What was the fossil in Corey’s hand?

 Why did Ms Scott tell Corey it was a very good surprise?

Text Type: Narrative (Imaginative)
Curriculum Area: Literacy
ISBN: 978 0 17 040330 6 (set)
© 2017 Cengage Learning Australia Pty Ltd
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The Chinese  
New Year Parade

A Chinese New Year parade 
is held every year in Chinatown.

It is a big parade 
and there is always a lot to see.

The parade starts with drummers. 
They walk along the street  
hitting their drums.

Girls and boys walk behind them, 
holding up big, red paper lanterns. 
Some of them have red flowers, too. 
Red brings good luck for the new year. 

By Carmel Reilly
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Next comes the dragon. 
The dragon is like a big puppet. 
It is made from paper and wood. 
It is so heavy that 20 people 
are needed to lift it.

The dragon is painted red and yellow.  
It has a big head,  
with black and white eyes,  
and a big mouth.

More drummers walk  
behind the dragon.
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The lion comes after the drummers. 
The lion is like a big puppet, too, 
but it is much smaller than the dragon. 
It just needs two people to hold it up.

The lion is white, green and red. 
It has a big, round head and big eyes. 
It skips and jumps around. 

My family comes to see  
the Chinese New Year parade every year.

We like to watch the dragon and the lion,  
and see the red paper lanterns.
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When the parade is over,  
we have some of our favourite food  
in Chinatown. 

Retell this Description
Read this description again.

Record yourself as you retell the description.

Listen to the recording.

Check! Did you remember most things in the description?

Questions about The Chinese New Year Parade

 When is the parade held in Chinatown?

 Why do drummers start the parade?

 Which colour brings good luck?

 Why is the dragon like a big puppet?

 Why does the family like to watch the dragon and the lion?

 How many people are needed to hold the lion?

Text Type: Description (Informative)
Curriculum Areas: Humanities; Literacy
ISBN: 978 0 17 040330 6 (set)
© 2017 Cengage Learning Australia Pty Ltd
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