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machine 

printer / print 
(noun) / (verb)

plastic

soft flat 
(adjective)

3D doctor

thingstrong

New words
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Draw a picture of a toy you like.  
Put the picture next to the toy. Which is 3D?

Lots of people have  
printersprinters. A printer is a 
machinemachine. A 33DD printer 
makes 3D thingsthings.

What is a  
3D printer?

This is a printer. It makes  
flat pictures on paper. 

3D things are not flat.

This is a 3D-printed thing.

THINK!

paper
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How old is 
3D printing?

Printing is very old, but 3D printing is new.

Use books or the internet to find out about a machine 
you use every day. Whose idea is it? How old is it?  

FIND OUT!

2000
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19501850 19001800
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1050

1452 AD 
Gutenberg’s 
printing press

1040 AD

Bi Sheng  
printing press 1814 AD  

Koenig  
steam press

1905 AD  
Miehle Verticle press

2002 AD 
Full-colour printer 

NOW  
Modern 3D printer

1990 AD 
Dot matrix  
black-and-white printer
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You can draw your  
ideaidea on a computer. 

How do you 
3D print? You can send your  

idea to the 3D printer. 

Now the plastic 
is cold. Cold 
plastic is hard. 

The 3D printer makes 
lots of layers. The layers 
are hot plastic.

WATCH!

Watch the video (see page 32).  
Look at this 3D printer! It makes lots of layers. 
What thing does it make?  
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