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New words

rock 
(noun)

solar system

planetsorbit 
(verb)

scientist

spacecraft

crater

ice

astronaut atmosphere

gravity

land 
(verb)
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Our Solar System Solar System has one sun and eight planetsplanets. 
The planets orbit orbit the Sun. A moon is smaller and 
orbits a planet. Some planets have many moons, 
and some have no moons.

What is 
a moon?

The biggest moon is 
Ganymede. Ganymede 
orbits the planet Jupiter 
in seven days.

Our Moon orbits the 
Earth in about 28 days.

Ganymede

the Sun

our Moon

Earth

the Moon

Mars

Mars’s moons 
(2 in total)

Jupiter

Jupiter’s moons 
(79 in total)

Saturn’s moons 
(82 in total)

Saturn

Uranus Neptune

Venus

Mercury

Look at the pages.  
Which two planets in our Solar System don’t have any moons? 

LOOK!

Uranus’s moons  
(27 in total)

Neptune’s moons 
(14 in total)Fo

r R
ev

iew
 O

nly



8 9

What is inside 
a moon?

Our Moon has a very thin atmosphere.

Our Moon’s core 
is very hot.

Most large moons have  
three important parts –  
a core, a mantle and a crust. 
Inside a moon is a very hard, 
round core. The mantle of  
a moon can be rock rock or iceice.  
Moons also have a hard  
crust on the outside.

crust

atmosphere

Work with a friend. Make a model of a moon. 
What materials could you use? 

PROJECT

core
mantle
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The Moon’s gravity 
makes the seas on Earth 
move up and down.

Where did 
our Moon 
come from?

Parts of Theia  
and Earth then  
came together.  
They made the Moon.

Earth

high tide

low tide

WATCH!

Watch the video (see page 32).  
How old is the Moon?

Theia

the MoonIn the past,  
the planet Theia  
hit Earth. 

Earth’s gravity makes the Moon 
orbit Earth. Gravity on Earth is 
stronger than on the Moon.
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