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The official leader of a country is the

head of state. In the United States, the

head of state is the president. He or she is

the most powerful leader in the United States.

In Australia, the head of state is the king or queen
of Britain. However, the king or queen does not
have any real power in Australia. In Australia,
the leader with the most power is not the

head of state. It is the prime minister.

The faces of four famous presic@cs carved in
the cliff at Mt Rushmore in the United States

Queen Elizabeth II is the Australian
head of state. Her face appears on the $5 note.

Australians elected Kevin Rudd as
prime minister of Australia in 2007.




The First President
and Prime Minister

Edmund Barton, Australian
prime minister 1901-1903

The first president of the United States was
George Washington. The first prime minister
of Australia was Edmund Barton. Both became
leaders after taking part in an important event.
They both helped create a law that decided the
legal system of their country. A law like this is
called a constitution. It decides the basic rules of
a country. It says who

the leader will be. In

the United States, the

constitution says there

will be a president.

In Australia, it says

there will be a

prime minister.

George Washington,
US president 1789-1797
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