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Animals with a backbone are called vertebrates.
Amphibians, reptiles, birds, fish, and mammals
are all vertebrates. Vertebrates have other internal
bones as well. All vertebrates also have internal
organs, such as a heart. They all have muscles
attached to their bones. Strings of tissue that
send signals, or nerves, connect their brain and
their bodly.

Animals without a backbone are called
invertebrates. They do not have internal bones
like vertebrates.

Vertebrates
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Animals such as squid, worms,
and insects are invertebrates.




The framework that supports an animal’s body is
called the skeleton. The skeletons of vertebrates
are made up of bones. Their skeleton is inside
The Body their body. The skeleton keeps the body’s shape.
It also protects the organs inside the body. The

Vertebrates have a body with a head and a trunk. flesh of the body protects the skeleton.

Most vertebrates also have a tail. Most have two

pairs of limbs. The limbs have different shapes. Bones are hard tissue that has calcium in it. As

In some vertebrates, such as birds, one pair of well as bones, the skeleton has flexible tissue that

limbs are wings. Some vertebrates, such as apes, is softer than bone, called cartilage. People’s

have no tail. ears and nose have cartilage. It keeps the shape
of the ears and nose.

A snake is a vertebrate
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with no limbs at all. ’ H

/ A shark’s skeleton has

cartilage, but no bones.
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A person’s spine is in
the middle of their back.






