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Harry Houdini -
A C@M@@ti@m

Harry Houdini was born
in 1874 in Budapest,
Hungary, under the name
of Ehrich lWeisz. When
he was a young boy,

his family emigrated
to the United States.
As an adult, Houdini
built a career as a
magician and became

a famous performer

who specialized in
getting himself out of
restraining devices, og
escape artist.

Houdini awed audiences all over the world by
quickly freeing himself from devices that were
apparently impossible to escape from. He proved
time and time again that he could struggle free
of restraining devices such as handcuffs, leg
irons, locked jail cells, and najiled“@Bates. He
even demonstrated his amazing abilities by freeing
himself from an airtight tank. that was filled
with water! Wherever Houdini performed, he asked
the local police to restraiNg@im. He challenged
people to find new and difficult devices for him to
overcome. He escaped every time!
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Many people who met Houdini
noted his hypnotic eyes.

. --'_;_:*.f.-i_"*

Part of Houdini's success as a magician was due
to the fact that he kept himself in superb physical
shape.- To practise hold@ng his breath for Jlong
periods of time, -he had a special bathtub in his
home. Although Houdini was right-handed, he trained
his left hand umtiiNghe wa@Pable to use it just as
well as his right hand, making him ambidextrous.
For freoiie Y1 of rope tied around him, herdid
not need his hands, as he was able to tie and untie
knots with his feet. Training all the parts of his
body enabled him to perform the difficult movements
for his escapes.

Houdini performed many extraordinary feats, or
stunts. He even explained how some of his tricks
worked in books and magazine articles, although
he did not reveal how he went about performing his
major audience-pleasers. Eventually, the talented
floudini took his work to.the silver®screcn s aric
performed in several motion pictures. These movies
were packed with daring stunts and escapes.

Houdini saw himself.as an entertainer performing
seemingly impossible tricks, a first-class magician.
He even wrote books exposing individuals who claimed
to have supernatural powers as dishonest people who
engaged in trickery and deceit, or fraudsters. Yet
many people were still stunned by Houdini's abilities
and left in wonder and amazement at his seemingly
magical acts. However, other people saw him as
nothing but a common fraudster himself. Even though
he never claimed to have any magical powers, they
questioned his honesty and principles.
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The Great Houdini

CoMMISSIONER GREGORY WARREN

Dearest Elizabeth,

vou won't belleve what 1ve just seen! T he most
amazing gcntbamam has just dazzled uswith
his performance. 1iis name bs powdini, and it

seems he can escape  from omytm/ng.
i hm/cj st been to one of his incredible shows.

He cha,LLanng a Localpolice o {certouse his
own handcuffs to restrain Houdint, At flrst, 1
thought, what a ridiculous thing to do. 1 thought
Houdiniwas a silly person.

The crowd was silent. Anticipation  filled the
aly. Amazingly, it took him less than aminute,
and, he escaped! I cannot describe the wave of

excitement and surprise that swept thro wgh

r the crowd. Twish Yowwere here to see the show for

yomvscb ;
Then, 1watched as Ho udini pmjcomad what

I believe to be the most remarKable escape of all.
The Local newspaper had ohaLL@ngaaL him to

\ escape froma speclal set of handcuffs that had

taken a locksmith almost five Yyears tomake. 1t

tO/O/( f%owaﬂiné over an howr; but unbelievabl, h

@A, Amazing! Everyone heve is callin h// d

the ‘Bandcuff King.’ g
;Soma of the audience were saying that his

wife VYQS hﬁ/s partnerin ‘crime,” hi's accomplice

Z/c;sseng him the key tvhcn she kissed him. 1 thén/(
atis absolute rubbish. why would such an

obvwljbséy talented man need to cheat? 1 have to
see him again.

Yours tnoby/

grcgoyy




. ""H IS THE MANWHO NO TRICKS! NO GASP IN AWE AS HE
bl SEAPE FROM MIRRORS! jUST USING ESCAPES FROM THE

. ANYTHING! PLAIN SKILL. INESCAPABLE! X
* N ik o PRESENTS “
N H HIS OWN ORIGINAL INVENTION
" i THE GREATEST SENSATIONAL MYSTERY
A EVER ATTEMPTED IN THIS OR AMY OTHER AGE

HIPPODROME THEATRE, NEW YORK o Sk oomn Pomon i Lo

' i ST S, MR RCH THES WIATIER FILLET) YORVUREE CHELL

" FRIDAY JANUARY 22, 1912. ENTRY: $1






