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The character of Jack Sparrow in Pirates of the Caribbean is a modern
invention, but pirates like him have long sparked the imaginations of
novelists and filmmakers. Actor Johnny Depp is seen here in a film still.
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Much later, from the 1500s to
the 1800s, the Barbary pirates
plagued the Mediterranean Sea’s
southern coast. The Barbary
pirates were Muslim pirates
operating from the coast of
North Africa, then called the
Barbary Coast. When these
pirates raided ships, they often
took prisoners to sell later as
slaves. One of the most famous
Barbary pirates was a man
named Aruj. He became known
as Barbarossa, which means
red beard in Italian. After he
Doy e Cees was killed by the Spanish in
1518, Aruj’s even more famous

A portrait of the famous Barbary pirate

redheaded younger brother Hizir ¢ :
Barbarossa (Hizir), painted about 1550

acquired the name Barbarossa.

An old oil painting of Barbary pirates

launching an attack on Spanish ships

Key
Ancient Greece

. Roman Empire

Cilicia N

. Borders of modern countries 0km 500
L S




Blackbeard, a notorious pirate who
captured 50 ships during his career
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Still around Today

Many people think piracy is a thing of the past. They could not be more
wrong. Pirates are still around today. In fact, acts of piracy are on the
increase. Pirate attacks around the world tripled between 1993 and 2003.
In 2008, there were about 300 pirate attacks, including more than 100
off the coast of eastern Africa, costing an estimated US $60—70 million.

Pirates of the past are often associated with large ships flying the
Jolly Roger flag. Modern pirates tend to use small, light boats with
outboard motors mounted on the back, or speedboats. To make their
attacks, the men launch these speedboats from a hidden base on shore
or from a larger “mother ship” out in deeper waters. Modern pirates do
not fly the Jolly Roger flag either. They do not want to alert other boats
to their plans. They prefer to make surprise attacks, so they can seize

control of the other ships before their crews have time to fight back.

Men from the US Navy approach

a suspected pirate “mother ship.”






