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The Human Rights 
Challenge

A serious disease breaks out in a country.  Medical care is 
not available.  Elsewhere, after a long drought, a small farm 
cannot support the family that owns it.  And in still another 
country, the government wants to let a mining company take 
over land without consulting the people who live there.  In 
many parts of the world, plastic pollutes the land and seas.  
It puts humans and wildlife in danger.  In some places, racial 
discrimination continues, even when it is against the law.
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What do all these events have in common?  They are about 
human rights.  All humans have certain rights the moment 
they are born.  But human rights are not always respected 
and protected.  Fortunately, there are organizations and 
people who care.  They take action when human rights are 
denied.  They find solutions.  Many of them make a global 
impact by helping other people.
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Maya’s Maya’s 
Bright IdeaBright Idea
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Human rights are universal. But they 
are not always universally available. 
Poverty, war, disease, and other 
challenges prevent some people around 
the world from having their basic 
human rights. Many organizations and 
people are dedicated to helping them.
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