


Kancil and the Tiger
A Folktale from Southeast Asia
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The jungle animals were talking  
about the mouse deer, Kancil.  
He was always playing tricks on them. 
Kancil didn’t care about  
anyone but himself.

Kancil was very smart.
He could get out of anything.
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So, when Tiger snuck up on Kancil, 
all the animals stayed silent.
“How will Kancil get away from Tiger?” 
they wondered.  
With one leap, Tiger was beside Kancil. 

“Don’t think you can trick me, Kancil,” 
Tiger said, showing his sharp, white teeth.  
“I want mouse deer for dinner,  
and that’s what I’m having!”
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