


How the Kiwi  
Lost His Wings

A Maori Legend

Retold by Sara Fernando
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One day, Tane Mahuta (tah-nay mah-hoo-

tah), the Father of Trees, was watching over 
his children, the plants.
He saw bugs on the forest floor. 
They had been eating the plants.

Tane Mahuta went around to talk with 
Tanehokahoka (tah-nay-ho-kah-ho-kah),  
the Father of Birds.

“Will your children, the birds, live on the  
forest floor and eat the bugs?”  
Tane Mahuta asked.
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“I will ask them,” said Tanehokahoka.

Tanehokahoka found Tui in the treetops.

“Will you come and live on the forest floor 
and eat the bugs?” Tanehokahoka asked.

Tui looked at the forest floor.
“No,” he said. 
“It is dark and I am afraid of the dark.”
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