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Giraffe was the star of the  
basketball team.
She would always get the ball  
into the hoop.
Basketball made sense in her head.
But she was not the star of the  
maths class.

“Maths makes my head spin,” she said.
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Say
‘I will read page 2 to you’.

Read
Read page 2 to the students.

Check Understanding
•• Who was the star of the 

basketball team?

•• What makes Giraffe’s head spin?

•• What does the word ‘sense’ 
mean?
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Giraffe was the star of the  
basketball team.
She would always get the ball  
into the hoop.
Basketball made sense in her head.
But she was not the star of the  
maths class.

“Maths makes my head spin,” she said.
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Talk

What do you think it 

means to be ‘the star of 

the basketball team’?

I think it means 
________.

What words give you a 

clue about how Giraffe 

feels about maths?

The words that give me 
a clue are ________.

How do the other 

characters feel about 

maths? What clues can 

you find in the illustration?

I think the characters 
feel ________. 
I think the clues in 
the illustration are 
________.
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Giraffe would get the ball in the hoop 
when she came from the left.
She would get it in when she  
came from the right.
She would get it in when she  
was close to the hoop or far away. 
She almost never missed.
Giraffe was good at basketball.
But what she really wanted 
was to be good at maths, too.
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Say
‘I will read page 4 to you’.

Read
Read page 4 to the students.

Check Understanding
•• Did Giraffe get the ball into  

the hoop when she came in  
from the left?

•• What was Giraffe good at?

•• What did Giraffe really want to  
be good at?
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Giraffe would get the ball in the hoop 
when she came from the left.
She would get it in when she  
came from the right.
She would get it in when she  
was close to the hoop or far away. 
She almost never missed.
Giraffe was good at basketball.
But what she really wanted 
was to be good at maths, too.
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Talk

What words does the 

author use that tell us 

Giraffe was good at 

basketball?

The words the author 
uses that tell us Giraffe 
was good at basketball 
are ________.

What other clues  

helped you?

Other clues that helped 
me were ________.

How do you think the 

characters are feeling as 

they play basketball? 

I think the characters 
are feeling ________ 
because ________.
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