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Introduction

Maps have been around for thousands of years. Today, many 
people don’t know how to read paper maps. They use digital 
maps only for directions. However, maps can give us more 
information than just directions.

Map-reading is a very useful skill that we should all learn. Let’s 
find out the benefits of knowing how to read a map.
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blue shows the water, shaded green areas are 
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Say
‘Let’s read the contents page together.’ 

Read
Read the contents page together with 
the students.

Check Understanding
•• On what page can you read about the 

history of maps?

•• What page is the glossary on?

Talk

What do you think the main 

idea in this book is?

Which words on the contents 

page helped you understand 

what the book is about?

I think the main idea in  
this book is ______.

The words ______ 
and ______ helped me 
understand what the book 
is about.
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In this map of Auckland, New Zealand, shaded 
blue shows the water, shaded green areas are 
parks and white lines represent roads.
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Say
‘Let’s read page 3 together.  
Then read it again to yourself.’

Read
Read page 3 with the students  
and then allow time for them to read it 
again by themselves.

Check Understanding
•• How long have maps been around?

•• What sort of maps do most people 
use these days?

•• What other word could the author 
have used instead of ‘benefits’? 

Talk

Can you summarise the two 

main ideas on page 3? 

Which words helped you to 

work out the main idea?

The two main ideas on 
page 3 are ______.

The words that helped me 
work out the main idea are 
_______.
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< Central Station 
1.1 km / 14 min. walk

Bondi Junction >  
850m / 10 min. walk

48 Ash Paddock (P8)

20 Belvedere Amphitheatre (G13)

29 Brazilian Fields (K10)

23 Busby’s Bore Cairn (J7)

32 Busby’s Promontory (K9)

22 Cannon Triangle (H10)

45 Celebration Steps (L13)

27 Centennial Homestead (I11)

44 Centennial Park Labyrinth (L12)

42 Charles Dickens  
Statue (L12)

35 Child Care Centre (N4)

49 Church Grounds (P10)

34 Column Garden, Sandstone 
Column, Sunset (L10)

14 Comrie Memorial Fountain (J14)

4 Cricketer’s Memorial (G2)

43 Discovey Centre (L13)

26 Dog Grooming (H11)

13 Equestrian Centre (J6)

46 Fearnley Grounds (O8)

28 Federation Pavilion (I13)

11 Federation Place (I11)

25 Frog Hollow (J9)

16 Griffins (G10)

47 Guriwal Trail (O8)

6 Hordern Pavilion (H6)

KEY

Vehicle Entry

Pedestrian Entry

Walking Paths

Parking

Accessible Parking

Coach Parking

Visitor Information Counter
ATM ATM 

Accessible Toilets

Toilets

Café

Kiosk 

3 Kippax Memorial (E5)

1 Korean War Memorial (C3)

41 Lachlan Reserve (L10)

37 Learners Cycleway (N7)

38 Mission Fields (M9)

9 Moore Park Golf House, Golf 
Shop & Driving Range (I3)

2 Moore Park Rotunda (C3)

7 Moore Park Tennis (H3)

10 Moore Park Toll House (J4)

19 No 1. Reservoir (F13)

18 Paperbark Grove (H9)

12 Parklands Sports Centre (J5)

30 Pine Grove (K11)

50 Queens Park Shed (O17)

24 Rangers Residence (K7)

33 Rose Garden (K9)

8 Royal Hall of Industries (I6)

31 Sandstone Column,  
Sunrise (K9)

17 She-oak Grove (G10)

21 Sir Henry Parkes Statue (H10)

40 Spruce Goose Diner (M10)

15 Superintendents Residence 
(E10)

36 The Greenhouse Café (N8)

5 Tram Shed (H5)

39 Vernon Pavilion (M9)

The Ian Potter Children’s 
WILD PLAY Garden

Playgrounds

BBQ

Cycle Hire

Bat Colony

Fitness Station

The History of Maps

Humans have a long history of making and reading maps. 
Basic maps of the night sky have been found on cave walls 
in France. These maps date back at least 16 000 years.

In the Marshall Islands, people created stick charts to map  
the ocean and its movements. In North America, some  
Native Americans made maps on animal skins. These maps 
showed physical features, such as rivers and mountains. They 
also showed past journeys and the significance of the land. 

What is a Map?

A map is a drawing or diagram that represents a place.  
Most maps show a view of land or water from above.  
A map allows us to see a large area all at once.

Some maps show whole countries, continents or even  
the planet. They often show us features of the mapped area. 
These can include borders, major cities and mountains. 

Some maps focus on a smaller area, such as a city park. 
These maps might show pathways and picnic areas. Knowing 
how to read a map can tell us a lot about the area we are in.

Sailors traditionally used stick charts to plan their journeys 
around the islands of the western Pacific Ocean.

This map of Centennial Park in Sydney, Australia, shows the 
locations of playgrounds, toilets and exercise equipment. 

Each shell 
represents an 
island.

Coconut 
fibre sticks 
represent 
ocean 
movements.
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Say
‘Let’s read pages 4 and 5 together. 
Then read them again to yourself.’

Read
Read pages 4–5 with the students 
and then allow time for them 
to read these pages again by 
themselves. 

Check Understanding
•• What does a map allow us to see?

•• What sort of features do  
maps show?

•• What did people in the Marshall 
Islands use to make maps?

•• What is another word that the 
author could have used instead  
of ‘significance’?
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1.1 km / 14 min. walk

Bondi Junction >  
850m / 10 min. walk

48 Ash Paddock (P8)

20 Belvedere Amphitheatre (G13)

29 Brazilian Fields (K10)

23 Busby’s Bore Cairn (J7)

32 Busby’s Promontory (K9)

22 Cannon Triangle (H10)

45 Celebration Steps (L13)

27 Centennial Homestead (I11)

44 Centennial Park Labyrinth (L12)

42 Charles Dickens  
Statue (L12)

35 Child Care Centre (N4)

49 Church Grounds (P10)

34 Column Garden, Sandstone 
Column, Sunset (L10)

14 Comrie Memorial Fountain (J14)

4 Cricketer’s Memorial (G2)

43 Discovey Centre (L13)

26 Dog Grooming (H11)

13 Equestrian Centre (J6)

46 Fearnley Grounds (O8)

28 Federation Pavilion (I13)

11 Federation Place (I11)

25 Frog Hollow (J9)

16 Griffins (G10)

47 Guriwal Trail (O8)

6 Hordern Pavilion (H6)
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Vehicle Entry

Pedestrian Entry

Walking Paths

Parking

Accessible Parking

Coach Parking

Visitor Information Counter
ATM ATM 

Accessible Toilets

Toilets

Café

Kiosk 

3 Kippax Memorial (E5)

1 Korean War Memorial (C3)

41 Lachlan Reserve (L10)

37 Learners Cycleway (N7)

38 Mission Fields (M9)

9 Moore Park Golf House, Golf 
Shop & Driving Range (I3)

2 Moore Park Rotunda (C3)

7 Moore Park Tennis (H3)

10 Moore Park Toll House (J4)

19 No 1. Reservoir (F13)

18 Paperbark Grove (H9)

12 Parklands Sports Centre (J5)

30 Pine Grove (K11)

50 Queens Park Shed (O17)

24 Rangers Residence (K7)

33 Rose Garden (K9)

8 Royal Hall of Industries (I6)

31 Sandstone Column,  
Sunrise (K9)

17 She-oak Grove (G10)

21 Sir Henry Parkes Statue (H10)

40 Spruce Goose Diner (M10)

15 Superintendents Residence 
(E10)

36 The Greenhouse Café (N8)

5 Tram Shed (H5)

39 Vernon Pavilion (M9)

The Ian Potter Children’s 
WILD PLAY Garden

Playgrounds

BBQ

Cycle Hire

Bat Colony

Fitness Station

The History of Maps

Humans have a long history of making and reading maps. 
Basic maps of the night sky have been found on cave walls 
in France. These maps date back at least 16 000 years.

In the Marshall Islands, people created stick charts to map  
the ocean and its movements. In North America, some  
Native Americans made maps on animal skins. These maps 
showed physical features, such as rivers and mountains. They 
also showed past journeys and the significance of the land. 

What is a Map?

A map is a drawing or diagram that represents a place.  
Most maps show a view of land or water from above.  
A map allows us to see a large area all at once.

Some maps show whole countries, continents or even  
the planet. They often show us features of the mapped area. 
These can include borders, major cities and mountains. 

Some maps focus on a smaller area, such as a city park. 
These maps might show pathways and picnic areas. Knowing 
how to read a map can tell us a lot about the area we are in.

Sailors traditionally used stick charts to plan their journeys 
around the islands of the western Pacific Ocean.

This map of Centennial Park in Sydney, Australia, shows the 
locations of playgrounds, toilets and exercise equipment. 

Each shell 
represents an 
island.

Coconut 
fibre sticks 
represent 
ocean 
movements.
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Talk

What is the most 

important information on 

page 4?

The most important 
information on page 4 
is ______.

What are the three most 

important ideas on  

page 5?

The three most 
important ideas on  
page 5 are ______, 
______ and ______

Which words helped you 

to work out the main 

ideas? 

The words which helped 
me work out the main 
ideas are ______, 
______ and ______Fo
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