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Chapter 1
A Good Life

Shindo and her husband lived a good life in their little 
thatched hut in the banana grove . There was always 
enough to eat, and always time for a smile and a song . 

Although they had longed for a family, Shindo and her 
husband did not have any children . People in the village 
said the couple were unlucky and they kept their distance 
from them . They were worried that Shindo and her 
husband would bring them bad luck, too .

3

41433_TAT_MEA_3_TCC_txt_fin.indd   2-3 22/01/2018   4:01 PM

2

Say
‘Let’s read the contents page together.’

Read
Read the contents page together with 
the students.

Check Understanding
•	 How many chapters does this book 

have?

•	 What is the title of the chapter that 
begins on page 16?

•	 What does the word ‘curious’ mean?

•	 What is another word for ‘gratitude’?

Talk

How does the contents page 

tell us about the story?

The contents page shows 
that first, ______.  
Then ____.

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Contents

Chapter 1: A Good Life  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

Chapter 2: A Call For Help  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

Chapter 3: A Curious Mystery  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10

Chapter 4: Mystery Solved   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .16

Chapter 5: A Lesson in Gratitude  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

Chapter 1
A Good Life

Shindo and her husband lived a good life in their little 
thatched hut in the banana grove . There was always 
enough to eat, and always time for a smile and a song . 

Although they had longed for a family, Shindo and her 
husband did not have any children . People in the village 
said the couple were unlucky and they kept their distance 
from them . They were worried that Shindo and her 
husband would bring them bad luck, too .

3

41433_TAT_MEA_3_TCC_txt_fin.indd   2-3 22/01/2018   4:01 PM

3

Say
‘Read page 3 to your partner. When you 
have read it, ask your partner to read it 
to you.’ 

Read
Ask students to take turns to read page 
3 to each other. 

Check Understanding
•	 Where did Shindo and her husband 

live?

•	 Did Shindo and her husband  
have children?

•	 What were the people in the village 
worried about?

•	 What is the meaning of ‘longed’?

Talk

Who are the main characters 

in the story?

Would you like to live in a 

setting similar to this story? 

Why?

The main characters in the 
story are ______.

I ______ like it because 
______.
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When she did come home, she was so tired that 
sometimes she would simply go straight to sleep on her 
mat, without making a fire to heat her food and keep her 
warm from the cold mountain air .

This continued for many days and weeks . Shindo 
became thinner and thinner, and more and more weary . 
One day, tired from trying to lead the goats to higher 
ground for more feed, she tripped and fell hard against 
the earth .

R

During the day, Shindo collected firewood . She got 
water from the stream for cooking . She swept the dirt 
f loor of their home and traded yams, beans and peas 
from her garden at the market . She herded the goats and 
tended to the chickens .

Her husband dug canals to collect water for their 
crops . He worked in the fields and fixed the hut when 
the roof needed thatching with new banana leaves . There 
was no one else to help and they needed each other . They 
lived happily this way for a long time .

One day, Shindo’s husband died . It was very hard for 
Shindo . She missed him so much but had no time for 
tears . There were no children to comfort her and now 
she had to do all the chores herself . Each day, she was up 
before the rooster crowed, and she did not return to her 
little thatched hut until the first stars shone out overhead . 
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Say
‘Now we will read pages 4 and 
5 together. Then read the pages 
again to yourself.’ 

Read
Read pages 4–5 together with the 
students. Students then read the 
pages again to themselves. 

Check Understanding
•	 What did Shindo trade at  

the market?

•	 What did Shindo’s husband do  
for work?

•	 What happened to Shindo after 
her husband died?

•	 What is another word for ‘weary’?
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Talk

Retell the story so far from 

Shindo’s point of view.

What do you think will 

happen next?

First, Shindo ______.  
Then, Shindo ______.

Next, ______.
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