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A Foot in Two Worlds

Islands Take Shape

Oh, Yes...the Tortoises

Other Wildlife

T el



Have you ever imagined ruling the world? Standing with a foot on
each half of the planet might be a good place to start! If you go to the
Galapagos Islands, that’s exactly what you can do.

The Galdpagos Islands run right through the middle of Earth. This is
where the invisible line called the equator lies. Part of the island chain
rests in the Northern Hemisphere. The other part stretches into the
Southern Hemisphere. You can go to the islands and stand with a foot in
each half of the planet!

But that’s not the only way these islands have a foot in two worlds.
They are also part of an old world and a new world. The natural world of
the islands is an ancient one. It is rich in color and wildlife. The islands
are also part of the modern world of tourism and resources. This is a
world in which people in fishing and farming industries compete to make
their livings. They need the resources the islands offer. Striking a healthy
balance can be as challenging as bringing
two worlds together!
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Sea cucumber fishing is an important industry
on the Galdpagos Islands. Imagine that

the crew of a fishing boat catches 108 sea
cucumbers. The crew of a different fishing
boat catches 89 sea cucumbers. How is the
value of the digit 8 different in each number?
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Isabela is the largest of the islands. It was named for the queen of
Spain. It makes up more than half of the island chain’s total landmass. ‘f\
Isabela is still growing. In fact, new islands are always being formed. [
Older islands move farther and farther away from the hotspot that
forms them all. The oldest islands began to take shape millions of
years ago. Now, many have vanished below the ocean’s surface.

Isabela makes up about 0.75 of the total Hundredths Grid
landmass of the Galdpagos Islands. HEEEEEEEEE |
. EEEEEEEEEE 2
1. Color a hundredths grid to show 0.75. | g
2. In0.75, what is the value of the digit 7? |
What is the value of the digit 57 Use -
the hundredths grid to help you. !
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Darwin drew these finches
and their beaks in 1889.
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Math Talk

. How are 10, 10 x 10 x 10, and 1,000 related?

. How is whole number place value similar to decimal place
value? How is it different?

. Monica is reading about lava lizard hatchlings. One egg is
3.9 centimeters long and another is 3.09 centimeters long.
Monica says, “Those two eggs are the same length.” Do you
agree with her? Why or-why not?

. How are the digits to the left of the decimal point different from
the digits to the right of the decimal point?

. Patrick says, “To multiply with powers of 10, I just move the
decimal.” His math teacher will only let him do this after he
proves why his procedure works. Why does his strategy work?

.. How might scientists use decimals when studying animals in
the Galdpagos Islands?






