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? You can easily recognize a pirate by the peg leg, A
eye patch, and parrot perched on his shoulder— ”
i right? If you’re watching a movie, sure. Or reading
el 2 kid’s book? You bet. But say you are standing on a
Caribbean dock around 1700? Then, no, not
so much.

o

t
A pirate was a sailor first. He wore clothes that ,l
any sailor would wear. The difference was that pirate

| gangs searched sea and shore to rob whatever they !
could find of value.
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TOday’s Pirates \ f y, 1 k ¢ xgﬁ;\;\;isellfe as a pirate

Pirates still exist today. They, rob, kill, an
people afraid. Today, pirates are mos’t acgvr;]?)'if?
the coasts of Malaysia, Sumatra, Bangladesh, India
Brazil, and Somalia. Throughout the world ythe ’
cost of piracy (which includes both what is ;tolen

and the cost to fight piracy) is as much as $12
billion per year!

’ ' 4 Who were the fiercest pirates
‘ in the world?

‘ ¢ Why would someone want to
become a pirate?




Riféy Business

The pirates’ goal was to raid ships or coastal towns.
They took cash and gold, but also valuable goods, and
even the ships themselves. This was risky business, but
a pirate could make more money in a single haul than a
sailor did in a lifetime.

Strangely, this goal did not belong to pirates alone.
Sometimes, governments hired sailors as privateers. A
privateer’s job was to do exactly what pirates did. They
took ships, gold, and goods from foreign ships during war.
Privateers were licensed pirates.

N s
: /-4 /, i\J \ -

AN RN 7

President of the United States of America,
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y ING:

James Madison,
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e8 of America, at the City of Washington, the

The official papers that governments gave
L g g o/;a thousand eight hundred and 77 err

sailors to make them legal pirates, or & &
privateers, were called letters of marque. / ; 7
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A Pirate Without a Peg?
It’s unlikely pirates long ago had peg
legs or eye patches, because it would
be difficult to survive as sailors in
thosg times with only one leg or eye.
And it’s not likely that a parrot would

want to sail out to sea to live the hard
and dangerous life that a pirate lived.

pirate ship
Ily Rog
- called then ﬁoywam other ships

that the p'\ratdes would

hat the

“The hope was tha
Va\\l{aticked ship wou'\d gw$ k:‘epname
easily, without @ fight.
olly Roger Pr
]the French wor
“pretty re
original o
he flag was
t'_sku\\ and crossbone

of death.

plack with a
often «awarning

-




A Pirates Lije

udging by the movies, a pirate’s life was once a
leg-slapping, back-patting, rip-roaring, jolly good

' . : 78 o
j ’ he high seas with ”

time! Who wouldn’t want to cruise t uly 3 >/

Captain Jack Sparrow? Who wouldn’t want to “pillage T'he Golden Age of P1racy /;\*‘/\ S

BRI o ritiE and loot” and “drink up, me *earties, Long ago, there was a period of time in which < :.y“ A
0 ho”? A pirate’s life looks like a little mischief mixed piracy was at an all-time high. No ship was . S
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safe on the water. Coastal towns were often
at risk from pirate attacks, Different sources 2
call different periods of time the Golden Age of -
Piracy. But the peak of this time seems to be
about 1690 to 1730.

with fun.
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actor Johnny Depp as . ; P £h
Captain Jack Sparrow Ay s i
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