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What animals live in the
world’s jungles?

In what ways are they in
danger?

How can we protect them?
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Hard %0 Imagine

It is estimated that more than 1,700,000 kinds of
organisms currently exist on Earth. They include
more than:

~~¢' 300,000 plant species
¢ 60,000 animal species (including humans)

v ’ ¢ 1,000,000 species of insects, bugs, and similar
ocean organisms




ZCIES

A species is a type of life form. Panthers, toucans,
and kapok trees are all types of species. Throughout
history, there have been millions of species on Earth.
Life has existed for many hundreds of millions of years.
Different species prosper at different times in different
ways. And sometimes, they naturally fade away.

Kingdom The largest group of living

things can be classified into
kingdom Animalia.

phglum Only some of these

animals can be classified
as Chordata. They have
backbones.

Class Mammals belong to the class
Mammalia. Mest mammals
have hair and nourish their
young with milk.

Order Taxonomy divides each
group into smaller groups.
Those animals in order
Carnivora eat only meat.

quilg Every living thing goes into a
category at each level. The
family Felidae is made up of
different types of cats.

T el a

Genus The genus name is the first
word in the scientific name
of a creature.

S ecies This chart shows that a tiger
p falls in Animalia, Chordata,

Mammalia, Carnivora,
Felidae, Panthera, and
8 Panthera Tigris.
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The planet is rich with many forms of life. Plants,
animals, insects, and fungi all coexist. They live within
a system in which all species depend on one another.
Humans, too, depend on other forms of life. No species
stands on its own. And what happens to one species
affects many others.

Species Breakdown

Taxonomy is a way to organize living
things into groups based on how they are

related. All species fall into one of six broad

kingdoms. The species name is the most
specific way to describe a plant or animal. A
species is a group of living things made up of
individuals that can produce fertile offspring.

Scientists usually identify animals by their
genus and species name, as in Panthera tigris.
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