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birdbath, china, damage, disaster, earthquake, mosaic,
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Text Structure
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punctuation, vocabulary, sound
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colloquialisms;

hard and soft cand g,

different sounds produced by letter a

Cracked!
Written by Janine Scott
lllustrated by Lara Frizzell

GETTING STARTED

Activating prior knowledge: Ask students if
they have ever experienced an earthquake. If so,
encourage them to share their experiences. Ask
what causes earthquakes and what the effects
can be.

Book introduction and prediction: Read
the book’s title to students and ask them what
problems are portrayed in the illustration on
the cover. Turn to and read the title page. Ask
students to flick through the book, looking at
the illustrations. Have them use the illustrations
and layout to suggest the text type and to
predict what the book may be about. Identify
and discuss any words or features that may
cause problems.

Outlining focuses: Explain to students that,
as well as reading about an earthquake, they
will talk about narrative features, contractions
and apostrophes of contraction, colloquialisms,
hard and soft ¢ and g, and different sounds
produced by the letter a.

DURING THE READING SESSION

M Literacy
Modelling: Depending on what is

street? How does Gracie solve‘asmajor‘problem?
What did you think of Gracie’sid¢a and the way
so many people reacted? Have studeits discuss
whether this is an imaginative, informative, or
persuasive text and the audience to which they,
think the author was directing the book.

M Literature

Responding and examining: Have students
read the first paragraph of page 7. Ask how the
descriptive language helped them understand
the situation. Repeat with page 10. Have
students look for the use of colloquialisms or
informal language and have them discuss why
they think the author chose to use it. Use “Yeah,
cats are pretty sharp,” on page 4 as an example.

M Language

Text structure and organisation: Have
students recall how an initial event in a
narrative triggers a problem and often
subsequent problems that need solving. Have
them explain how features of this text help it
meet the narrative criteria.

On page 4, draw attention to the words I'm
and he’ll. Ask students why the apostrophe
appears in each word and what it signifies. Have
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other text contractions.
Expressing and developing ideas: On page

appropriate to the group, you can remind
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strategies, such as how to approach unfamiliar
words and identify signal words.

Guiding: Ask students to read their books
independently. As you move about the group,
use your knowledge of each student’s ability to
help you decide when to intervene or assist. For
example, if a student cannot read a word, or can
read it but appears not to understand it, give
prompts or clues to assist. Suggest strategies,
such as using picture cues and knowledge of
letter/sound patterns.

Interacting, interpreting, analysing and
evaluating: At appropriate intervals, and/or at
the conclusion of reading, ensure students make
meaning from the text by asking questions and
encouraging discussions. What issues does the
earthquake create for the people in Gracie’s

4, have students identify words containing a
hard and a soft g. Discuss the different sounds.
Repeat with a hard and a soft ¢. In a four-
columned chart, have students list words for
each of the hard and soft sounds.

Use the words gasped, all, smashed, and
staring on page 6 to discuss the different sounds
produced by the letter a. Ask students for other
words that belong to each sound pattern.

PUTTING THE LEARNING INTO
PRACTICE

Small group/independent activities:
Have students reread the text independently,
then proceed to the activities listed in the
Teacher Guide.
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