


Word Count 998

Text Type Information Report

High-Frequency Word Focus

Content Words astronomer, atmosphere, Earth, gravity, mass, moon, orbit,

planet, solar system, star, sun,

Text Structure and Sound and homophones
Letter Knowledge (specific text
features, sentences, punctuation,
vocabulary, sound and letter
knowledge)

Earth, the Sun, and the Moon
Written by Robert MacDowell

Front cover photograph: eclipse of the sun, shutterstock.com/sdecoret.

courtesy of NASA/BIll Anders, 17, /Goddard Space Flight Center Scientific Visualization Studio, 18, /JPL-Caltech, 5, /JPL-
Caltech/ESO/R. Hurt, 7, /PD-USGOV, 19; Getty Images/SPL Creative/GARLICK MARK, 13 top; iStockphoto.com/Clint Spencer,
14 bottom; Macmillan Education Australia, 15; shutterstock.com/Albert Barr, 4, /alexokokok, 11, /BlueOrange Studio, 9, /
JCElv, 16 right, /Johan Swanepoel, 3 bottom, 13 bottom, /Jurgen Ziewe, 10 bottom, /Lapina, 6 bottom, /Mark LaMoyne, Suan
Hawking used throughout, /Matej Pavlansky, 1, /rtguest, 2-3 top left text box, 16 top left text box, 23-24 top left text box, /
Sheftsoff, Springboard Connect used throughout, /solarseven, 22 bottom, /Tristan3D, 16 left.

© 2014 Macmillan Education Australia Pty Ltd

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner.
While every care has been taken to trace and acknowledge copyright, the publishers tender their apologies for any accidental
infringement where copyright has proved untraceable.

All material identified by @ is material subject to copyright under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 2013.

For all Australian Curriculum material except elaborations: This is an extract from the Australian Curriculum.

Elaborations: This may be a modified extract from the Australian Curriculum and may include the work of other authors.
Disclaimer: ACARA neither endorses nor verifies the accuracy of the information provided and accepts no responsibility for
incomplete or inaccurate information. In particular, ACARA does not endorse or verify that:

* The content descriptions are solely for a particular year and subject;

* All the content descriptions for that year and subject have been used; and

* The author’s material aligns with the Australian Curriculum content descriptions for the relevant year and subject.

You can find the unaltered and most up to date version of this material at http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au This material is
reproduced with the permission of ACARA.

Published by

Macmillan Education Australia Pty Ltd

Level 1, 15-19 Claremont Street, South Yarra,
Victoria 3141

www.macmillan.com.au

Edited by Vaishali Batra and Berit Bolstad
Designed by Kevin Currie

Printed in China

1098765483821

ISBN: 978-1-4586-4883-9

PRIMARY

of the Year

B AusTRALANpUBISHERSASSOTATION

\PUBLISHER /,

GETTING STARTED

Activating prior knowledge: On the board or
paper draw up three columns headed The Sun,
The Earth, and The Moon. Ask students what
they know about each these three features of
our solar system.

Book introduction and prediction: Read
the book’s title to the students and have them
identify features of the solar system in the
picture on the cover. Ask students to flick
through the book, looking at the photographs,
pictures, and diagrams. Have them use the
graphics and layout to suggest the text type and
to predict what the book may be about. Read
the entries on the contents page to confirm
their predictions. Identify and discuss any
words or features that may cause concern.

Outlining Focuses: Explain to students
that, as well as reading about features of the
solar system, they will talk about the interview
structure of the text, present and past tense,
homophones, and parts of a sentence.

DURING THE READING SESSION

M Literacy

Modelling: Depending on what is
appropriate to the group, you can remind
students of, and model, specific reading
strategies such as how to approach unfamiliar
words and identify signal words.

Guiding: Ask students to read their books
independently. As you move about the group,
use your knowledge of each student’s ability to
help you decide when to intervene or assist. For
example, if a student cannot read a word, or
can read a word but appears not to understand
it, give prompts or clues to assist. Suggest
strategies, such as using picture cues and
knowledge of letter/sound patterns.

Interacting, interpreting, analysing and
evaluating: At appropriate intervals, and/or at
the conclusion of reading, ensure students make
meaning from the text by asking questions and
encouraging discussions. What is the major
difference between Earth, the sun, and the

moon? Why do we have day‘and nightand
the seasons? Which objects in spdce give off
light and how do they do so? Why ¢afi’t we
live on the moon? Has the book raised-arty
new questions for you? Have students discuss
whether this is an imaginative, informative, of
persuasive text and the audience to which they
think the author was directing the book.

M Literature

Responding and examining: Ask students
if reading this book in any way changed their
preferences for reading informative texts or
fictional texts. Encourage them to give reasons
for their preferences.

M Language

Text structure and organisation: Discuss the
specific interview structure of this text, having
students identify how it differs from most
information reports they have read. Ask how it
still fulfils the requirements of a report.

Use the text on pages 4 and 5 to discuss
present tense as a language feature of this text.
Ask students why this text is written in present
tense. Ask why the author has used some past
tense on page 18.

Expressing and developing ideas: Discuss
the meaning of the word homophone. Draw
attention to the words sun, to, way, through,
and night on page 8. Ask students for the
homophones of these words. Have them make a
list of other text words and their homophones.
Use the sentences on page 16 to revise the parts
of different sentences. Have students identify
the verb, subject, adjectives, nouns, and any
other surrounding information.

PUTTING THE LEARNING INTO
PRACTICE

Small group/independent activities: Have
students reread the text independently, then
proceed to the activities listed in the Teacher
Guide.
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