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The New 
Teacher 

Kameko Koala
When a new teacher, Mr. Lee, 
joins the class, Kameko feels  
too shy to talk. Will she find  
a way to tell him about herself?

	 By Sarah Jane Brian 
illustrated by Sarah Jennings

This set focuses on healthy relationship skills, such as 
communication, conflict resolution, and teamwork. 

I Communicate and Collaborate

Social and emotional 
intelligence comprises 
the abilities and character 
traits that enable people 
to work with others, 
learn effectively, and play 
important roles in their 
families and communities. 
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My Thoughts:
What do you think this child is telling his teacher? How can you tell?  

My Feelings:
How do you feel when you meet a new teacher for the f irst time?
What questions could you ask to get to know a new teacher?
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Real-World Wrap-Up

Kameko

Read aloud the title. Tell about a time when you 
had a new teacher.

�Read aloud the book with children.

Talk about Kameko’s feelings as you read. 

Ask children to describe the strategies Kameko 
uses in the story to communicate. 

After reading, use the Real-World Wrap-Up  
prompts to discuss the photograph. 

Guide children to connect the story to their  
own experiences.

How to Read This Book with Children 

Build Social and Emotional 
Intelligence
Use these tips to help children adjust to 
a new teacher:
• �Listen to children’s worries or 

concerns. Don’t dismiss their feelings. 
• �Help children make a list of good 

changes that go along with having a 
new teacher, such as new activities 
and responsibilities they have if they 
are moving to an older class. 

• �Encourage children to talk to the new 
teacher to learn about him or her.

• �Invite children to create a note about 
themselves for their new teacher.  
You can write the words for the note, 
and children can draw pictures.

 

Set Theme:  
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“We have a new teacher joining our class 

today,” said Ms. Kay.
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“I’m Mr. Lee,” said the new teacher.  

“I’m excited to meet you! Why don’t  

you all tell me what you like?”
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The friends took turns talking 

about their favorite things.

shapes

music sneakers
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music sneakers
EVERYTHING!
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Kameko froze. 

She couldn’t think of anything to say.
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“That’s okay,” said Mr. Lee kindly. 
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