CARLOS GOMEZ KNOWS ALL ABOUT NOT FITTING IN. AS A
MEMBER OF THE ONLY MEXICAN AMERICAN FAMILY IN TOWN,
HE’S USED TO BEING THE ODD ONE OUT. A LISR A PENCHANT FOR
GIRL GLAMOR, AND BEING PICKED ON BY THE CLASS BULLY DON’T
HELR EITHER. BUT NOW THERE'S A TALENT SHOW COMING UR
AND CARLOS IS PERFORMING WITH THE BMX STUNT TEAM. HE’S
READY TO WOW THE CROWD WITH HIS SPECIAL, FREESTYLING
FLAIR. WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG?
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Carlos is worried about going home,
Todar is the day report cards get
emailed to parents.
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SO ANOTHER ROUND OF
STELLAR REPORT CARDS
FROM THE GOMEZ BROOD.

I'M BEING
SARCASTIC!!!

YOU HAVE TO DO BETTER.
Y'ALL SAID YOU'D RAKE
THE YARD. THE LEAVES ARE
IN PILES! ARE THE BIKES
IN THE GARAGE? NO.

ARE YOU
ALL MEXI-CANS
OR MEXI-CAN'TS?

HOW ABOUT AMERI-CANS ACTUALLY MOTHER,
OR AMERI-CAN'TS. WE THE ENTIRE WESTERN
TALKED ABOUT THIS. HEMISPHERE IS AMERICA.

BOTH NORTH AND
SOUTH AMERICA.
OF COURSE THE
CLIMATE FOR EACH
IS DRASTICALLY
DIFFERENT...

MARIE, I'M THE ONE LECTURING HERE. YETH OF COURTH!
IF YOURE SO SMART, WHY ARENT YOUR
GRADES STRAIGHT A'S? LET'S START WITH
THE YOUNGEST, SHALL WE? CARLOS. AN
“A” IN ART, AS USUAL.
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DON'T GET COCKY, IT GOES DOWNHILL

FROM THERE. YOUR SPEECH THERAPIST DAAAD.
SAYS YOU NEED TO WORK HARDER TO MY TONGUE
OVERCOME YOUR LISP. ISNT..

THAT YOU HAVE A LAZY TONGUE.

I'D SAY IT'S MORE.THAN
JUST YOUR TONGUE
THAT'S LAZY.

DO NOT GET SMART WITH ME.
LAZ- YOU GOT A C IN HISTORY, A C IN
oo ENGLISH, D'S IN MATH AND SCIENCE!
AND A D IN GYM?
REALLY? GYM?

IT'TH HARD!
WHY DO I NEED
TO KNOW HOW TO YOU MEAN
MULTICATE? MULTIPLY. THAT'TH REALLY
HARD TOO!

CANT YOU JUST MEMORIZE IT?

MEMORIZE WHAT?
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THE OLD

THCHOOL VERSION
OR THE NEW
THCHOOL VERSION?

YOUR MULTIPLICATION
TABLES.

YES DEAR. THE NEW VERSION
ONLY HAS 28 NUMBERS TO
THE PREVIOUS 100.

DO YOU KNOW THE UMMM,
28 NUMBERS? WELL.

OR WHY SOME
NUMBERS ARE
BOLD?

CAN YOU HELP
ME WITH MY
HOMEWORK?

UM. WELL. MARIE, HELP
CARLOS WITH HIS
MULTICATION TABLES!
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THERE'S TWO
VERSIONS NOW?

THAT'S BETTER,
YES? CARLOS?
FEWER NUMBERS
TO MEMORIZE?

THAT'S NOT MY
PROBLEM TO SOLVE.
YOU'RE THE ONE
FAILING MATH.

GREAT.
I'LL TEACH HIM
TO MULTICATE

WHATEVER
MULTICATE

Is

THANKS MARIE. I HATE GYM, AND MY GYM
OKAY, A D IN GYM? TEACHER MS. WYNKLE HATES ME
REALLY? BECAUSE I CAN NEVER PASS ANY
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL FITNESS
TESTS. OR CLIMB ROPE.
CAN THE PRESIDENT
CLIMB A ROPE?

BUT C'MON.
GOOD | POINT ,
ABOUT THE ~ PRESIDENT.. NS, e SESNT

MS. WYNKLE MADE ME STAND IN FRONT
OF THE CLASS AND TOLD THEM NOT TO
PICK ON ME FOR THROWING LIKE A GIRL
BECAUSE MAYBE MY FATHER DOESNT HAVE
THE TIME TO TEACH ME.

WHY IS THROWING LIKE A GIRL A BAD THING?
MARIE HAS A GREAT THROWING ARM.

HAVE YOU NOTICED Ms. WYNKLE.
HE DOESN'T LISP YOU ANNOYING...
WHEN HE’S
MAD?

ADVANCE READING COPY



MARIE, TEACH CARLOS TO YES SIR.
THROW BEFORE THE NEXT
PRESIDENTIAL FITNESS
TESTS. I GOT IT.

THESE GRADES ARE ATROCIOUS.
ALL D'S EXCEPT FOR SHOP?

I LIKE SHOP.
ESPECIALLY WORKING
ON SMALL WANKLE

ENGINES.
THAT'S GREAT. NOW CAN YOU PUT )
MY LAWN MOWER BACK TOGETHER? IT'S INTERESTING
WHAT'S WRONG WITH HISTORY? EXCEPT IT JUST KEEPS

REPEATING ITSELF.

NOT IF You :
I LIKE READING, BUT MY TEACHER DIDN'T
WD fass T, LIKE MY VERSION OF WHAT I READ.
10
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