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Dogs don’t sweat through their skin 
like humans do.  They have adapted 
to pant, which circulates air in their 
bodies and cools them down.

Adaptation is the name of the game 
for animal species.  Qualities that 
offer the best chance for survival grow 
strongest in a species.  Qualities that 
don’t support its chances fade away—
or the species does!  

Species hold on to what makes 
them best able to survive.  Of course, 
a species doesn’t just think, “Hey, this 
is working out pretty well for us.  Let’s 
keep it!”  It doesn’t choose anything.  
Instead, an animal’s body adapts 
over time.

But sudden changes may come to 
a species’ home.  A drought may stop 
the flow of water.  Food sources could 
die out.  Or fire may destroy a species’ 
home.  Species don’t adapt quickly to 
such big changes.  They need to move 
to a new home, or they may die out.
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Whales communicate 
with one another across 
thousands of miles of 

ocean water.

Sharks have 
adapted to smell 

and locate a single 
drop of blood. 

Plants like the Venus 
flytrap have sensitive 
leaves that feel when  

a tasty meal has landed 
on them.

Owls that need to spot 
their prey from great 

distances have developed 
sharp eyesight.

Humans have 
developed a dislike for 
foods that taste bitter, 

as these foods are 
sometimes poisonous.

Hearing

Sight

Taste Touch

Smell

Five Fierce Senses

Species rely
 on their senses of taste, touch, 

hearing, smelling, and seeing to survive.
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