


Our Changing Planet . . . ... ... ... .. .. .. 4

Deforestation . .. ........... .. .. .. .. .. 6
Desertification . .. ........ ... ... ... .. 10
Pollution. . . ....... ... .. ... ... .. ... 14
Terracing .. ............... ... ... .. 20
Saving Our Planet . . ... ... ... ... ... 24
Think Like a Scientist .. ........ ... ... 28
Glossary . .. ... ... .. 30
Index ........ .. ... ..o . 31
Your Turn! . ... ... ... . oo oo 32



T RlY el S a2 g Bt S SR el Fric 5
CEWE T Te RS

Ty et
=, : b3

-
N i

e TR B~ P B B
Siy ._e:i‘};f:fw ,z{__d;!i )

.
e
¢« e o




g

;- I- |
arth is the only home we have. U
Frotect it.
R

Lerer




One way people change the planet is by cutting down and
removing trees from forests. This is called deforestation. There
are many reasons trees are cut down. Trees are a natural resource.
People cut down trees to use the wood to make paper and build
homes. Wood can also be used to heat homes or cook food. The
demand for wood and paper is high. So more forests are being cut
down every day.

Some people clear forests to make room for crops. But after a few
years, the soil may lose its nutrients. It’s not as rich without trees.
This makes it difficult for crops to grow there.




then | thousht [ was fiﬂktinﬂ to save the Amazon min)forest.

Now | realize | am fiﬂhtinﬂ )Cor humanit\«j.”

—Chico Mendes, conservationist

L
Y
@ » w -

.....



@l SC|ent|st i

How do trees prevent soil erosion?
Experiment and find out!

:> damp sand
—> small block

:) tray

:) twigs and grass
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