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When Earth was formed billions of years ago, it did not have water.
Gases from volcanoes formed much of the water on Earth. Comets
also brought water to the planet as they crashed. Over time, water
filled the oceans. Millions of years ago, there was one massive ocean
called Panthalassa. Earth’s land was all connected in a mass known as
Pangaea. The land changed and moved over time until it reached its
current shape. And it continues to change slowly today.

Today, there are five oceans. Although they are given different
names, they are all connected. This makes up the largest part of the
hydrosphere. The hydrosphere refers to all the liquid water on Earth.

There are wonders beneath the surface of the great waters. Millions
of years after the ocean was formed, life began in its waters. Oceans
have a rich range of plant and animal life. Scientists have counted
230,000 species. But they suspect four times more than that are waiting
to be discovered! There are even fascinating underwater landscapes.
There is much more than meets the eye beneath the ocean’s surface.
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The Proud Pacific!

The Pacific Ocean is by far
the largest of ql| five oceans
It contains 28 percent of
Earth’s water and spans over
60 million Square miles. This

means it's larger than all the
land on Earth put together!



Supercontinent

The world as we know it used to
be one massive supercontinent.
Scientists believe that Pangaea
started to split because of a
theory called continental dfrift.
The theory states that the land
split apart and drifted, forming
separate continents.
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What to Get

large glass bowl
plastic wrap

small bowl or cup
small rock or weight

water
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