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Twain,S Time

An older-looking man sits relaxed in a chair, wearing
a summer suit of soft, light cotton. The suit, like his
somewhat unruly hair, is all white. He has bushy
eyebrows and a thick but classic mustache—all of which
are white. He holds a serious and steady gaze. Who is
this man? He is Mark Twain, one of America’s favorite
and most famous writers.

It’s hard to imagine the man in white as a redheaded,
curly-haired boy running barefoot and wild. In the
1840s, the young Twain caused mischief and mayhem on
the banks of the Mississippi River. Much like his beloved
characters Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer, Twain’s
childhood was spent in a river city in Missouri. While
much fun was had, Twain also witnessed slavery, racism,
and violent crimes. His nineteenth century American
upbringing shaped his literary career, while his wit,
humor, and imagination made Mark Twain a household
name. By stepping into his world, we can see how his
surroundings and experiences influenced Twain’s tales of
life and adventure.

The Truth Behind the Sul

Twain’s trademark white suit mad:: F;lm

stand outin a crowd. But the trut |n

that Mark Twain did nqt start we.anh iE
this signature style until he was ll’;\ n
seventies. He only wore the all-w oplc
suits occasionally, but today many ﬁite |
remember Twain as “the man in WhIte.







The Great
Storyteller

Halley’s Comet appears about every
76 years. The bright streak of gas and dust

was visible in the night sky the day Samuel
Langhorne Clemens was born. That is Twain’s
real name. He came into the world two months
early, on November 30, 1835, in the tiny town of
Florida, Missouri. Twain’s mother was worried that her
premature baby wouldn’t survive. Perhaps the comet

brought him luck because Twain not only survived but
lived a long, eventful life.

Twain Trivia | |
There is an attraction at Disney!anq in Cna:\el;n;;)u
California, called the Mark Twain Rn{er 0a .“Mark
ride the boat, you can hear a recorgmi s%/\,e M
i ’ from the dock.
wain!” as you pull away fron
ihe river surrounds was originally callgd,Tc;)rSOk
Sawyer’s Island and was pased on Twain's .
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Younger Years

Twain was a spirited, rambunctious young boy. He
moved with his family to Hannibal, Missouri, in 1839.
Twain described Hannibal as a “boy’s paradise” with caves,
islands, and woods for exploring. As a young boy, he would
regularly skip school to play and go on adventures with
his friends. Sometimes, they would fish or swim in the
Mississippi River. Twain recalls almost drowning in the
rough river on multiple occasions. One of Twain’s favorite
things to do was watch steamboats work their way down
the watery path. The three-story powerful boats with their
mighty smokestacks and giant paddlewheels called to
Twain. He knew that one day he would pilot one of those
majestic vessels.



A Printer’s Apprentice

In 1847, Twain’s father died, leaving the family
financially strained. Twain quit school and becameé-a
printer’s apprentice. He didn’t earn money as an apprénticex
Payment came in the form of learning new skills. Howe¥er,
Twain used these skills to get a job working for his older
brother, Orion, who owned a local newspaper. But by the
age of 17, Twain was tired of life in Hannibal and wanted to
experience new adventures. He began to travel from city to
city, picking up printing jobs where he could. He visited St.
Louis, New York, and Chicago, among other places.
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The six-cylinder printing press,
patented in 1847, sped up the
printing process.

A Nation Divided

From i

o bll)i?ytgj\jj?s\zrthriumted States fought the violent
| - The issue at th

was sla\fery, which the South relied oencore e




Piloting the Mississippi

In 1857, Twain grew weary and restless again. He
wanted new challenges and new adventures. He thought
about the steamboats he loved as a child and decidedte get
a pilot’s certificate. Horace Bixby, a celebrated steamboat
pilot, let Twain be his apprentice. Twain had to learn how
the boats worked as well as all the ins and outs of the long
and winding Mississippi River. In 1859, Twain received
his certificate. He worked as a pilot on the river until the
Civil War broke out in 1861, which brought a stop to all
commercial river traffic.



Reader’s Guide

1. In what ways did Mark Twain’s childhood in
Missouri influence his writing?

2. What role did the Mississippi River play in
Twain’s life?

3. What similarities exist between your world and
Twain’s world?

4. What is it about Twain’s writing that appeals to readers?
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