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ABOUT KING ARTHUR

The story of King Arthur is an ancient legend that storytellers passed down for

many generations. The story was first told sometime before the 11th century. Finally,
in the 15th century, Sir Thomas Malory wrote down his version of these stories. He
titled the collection The Book of King Arthur and His Noble Knights of the Round Table.

People know little aboutMalory’s interest in the stories of King Arthur. He likely
heard different versions of these stories when he was growing up. Perhaps his life
experience as a knight helped him better understand the King Arthur stories.

The stories of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table take place in Britain
during the Middle Ages, a time period that lasted from the 5th to the 15th century
CE. This was a period of unrest in Britain and Europe as people fought many wars
for control of the land. Britain wasn’t a united country at the time. Kings and lords
throughout what is now England, Wales, and Scotland ruled over small regions

scattered across the countryside.

Many people wonder if the legends of King Arthur are real and if the places in the
story really existed. Some historians believe that the castle Camelot and the island
of Avalon are based on real places in England. For example, some people believe that
Arthur is buried beneath the town of Glastonbury. Visitors still travel to England to
retrace the supposed steps of King Arthur and his knights.
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Long ago, in a dark time,
two mighty armies fought.

Uther Pendragon, King of Britain, I would give
fought Gorlois, the Duke of anything to beat

Cornwall. Uther wanted to marry my enemy.
the duke’s beautiful wife, Igraine. [




The wizard 8 | will grant your wish,
Merlin/ great King, if you will
grant me one in turn.

When you
marry Igraine,

you must
give me your
firstborn child.
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Uther Pendragon won the | ' — ,mm
battle. Gorlois was killed, | - (O _____\“-—-— \
and Igraine became the | Sea j i 4
new Queen of Britain. i 6

Nine months later,

a child’s cry is heard ,ﬁ

hrouo the darkness.

Uther's promise is
f | remembered.
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Merlin gave the infant to
another family to raise and _ -
protect as their own. . “
i ey Mr” { - e
N ﬂwg;"* Bury the king
. 'I .“ | beneath these
\ ,‘ A i stones. Let no one
", NS R tell his final resting
¥ place.
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Orne day, we shall tell <\
A him about his great _ |
2 father. /=g
;ﬁ f" ‘1 % 7 You're his

father now,
' » - lé my dear. 4

The kingdom was torn apart.
Battles were fought to decide who
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would be the next ruler of Britain.




Twelve years later,
Merlin left his hidden
valley and traveled to
the royal city of London.

It’s the :
izard/ '
wizar Why is he
here?
100
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All the knights of the
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Kingdom must gather here

on Christmas Day/

On the chosen day . . .
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... a sword appeared in
front of the church.

B \\/hoever pulled the sword |
Sl from the magic stone would
SIS become the King of Britain.

No/ | will be the
trueborn King/

King is not
here yet.
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