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The story  
has a beginning, 
middle, and end.

Realistic 
Fiction

The setting  
could exist  

in the real world.

The characters act, 
talk, think, and feel 

like real people.

The main character 
faces a problem.

The events  
are believable  

and true to life.

Level  G/11
Lexile®  360L

Realistic Fiction  
Look for the genre features noted below as 
you read this book. Use the features to help 
you understand the text.
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Hi! My name is Zelda. 
Yesterday was my birthday. 
I opened my presents.
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My dad gave me a xylophone. My 
mom gave me tickets for the zoo. 
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Today I’m going to go to the zoo 
with my big brother. I’m going to 
take my new xylophone.
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I like going places with my big 
brother. We always have fun!
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At the zoo, my brother wants 
to play a game. “Zelda, let’s 
play a game,” he says. “Every 
time you see an interesting 
animal, play the xylophone.”

“What fun!” I say.
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I look at the animals. I see a 
possum, so I play the xylophone.

“Possums are interesting!” my 
brother says.
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We walk some more and I see 
a strange bird. It’s a buzzard. I 
play the xylophone. 

“Buzzards are interesting,” my 
brother says.
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“The buzzard is a big bird!” says 
my brother.

“I am a little afraid of the 
buzzard,” I answer.
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