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Informational Text

Look for the genre features noted below as
you read this book. Use the features to help
you understand the text.

The text focuses
on a main topic.

The text
includes facts
and details
to explain
the topic.

Domain-specific
words are
used to tell

about the topic.

A Table of Contents
and chapter
headings show
how information
is organized.

Pictures, maps,
and charts
give information
about the topic.




What Is a Windmill?

A windmill is a machine that uses wind
to do its job. Its job can be to mill grain, to
get water, or to make electricity.

They are called windmills because they

were first used to mill, or grind, wheat.

V¥V This mill grinds wheat. Flour comes from ground wheat.
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What Is a Windmill?

Windmills consist of two parts
on the outside:

e a tower rising up in the air,

e a propeller with blades.

V This is an old stone windmill.




CHAPTER 1

Inside the tower, mills have a wheel
that spins around. This wheel is a machine
that mills grain. A source of power, or
energy, is needed to make this machine
work. When the wind makes the blades
move, the wheel turns and mills the grain.

V¥ Wind makes the blades of the windmill turn.
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What Is Wind Power?

Wind power is energy that comes
from strong breezes. It is a source of power
that does not run out. Sources of energy
that do not run out are called renewable.

V¥ Wind is a natural resource.




CHAPTER 2

Wind power can produce electricity.

It takes many windmills to make a lot of

power. A place where a group of today’s
windmills is located is called a wind farm.

V This is a wind farm in Texas.




What Is Wind Power?

Wind farms have been built in many places
in the United States.

shows
d farms in
North America.




How Do Windmills

Make Power?

The wind blows and moves the blades of
the windmill. The blades turn a machine inside
called a generator. Its called that because it
generates, or makes, power. The generator starts
to work when the blades move in the wind.

V This generator produces electricity.




The generator turns the force of the wind
into electricity. The electricity is sent from
the generator through cables. It is delivered
to houses and businesses.

station

A This diagram shows how electricity goes from
the wind farm to houses and businesses.





