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A Visit to the Aquarium  
All objects and living things are made  
of different types of matter. Come along  
with Steph and his grandpa as they discover 
the types of matter inside an aquarium. 
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Animals in the aquarium can be sorted into groups. Write a 
paragraph telling how the aquarium animals in this story were 
sorted. Use a chart like the one below to help you plan your 
writing.

WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING

Animal Observations Group Sorting
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Realistic Fiction
Use the genre information below to help you 
read this book. 

The story has 
a beginning, 
middle, and 

end.

Realistic 
Fiction

The setting 
could exist in 

the real world.

The characters 
act, talk, think, 

and feel like 
real people.

The main 
character(s)  

face problems.

The events  
are believable 

and true to life.
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Sorting by Group
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CHAPTER 1

A Trip with Grandpa 

Steph and his grandpa are visiting 
the aquarium today.
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Grandpa knows a lot about water. 
“It’s everywhere,” he says. “Plants and 
animals live in oceans, lakes, and rivers.”
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Water Everywhere!

When they arrive, Steph sees a large 
outdoor tank. The sun shines through 
the clear glass at the top. It’s bright 
in the water.

CHAPTER 2

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



55

He touches the glass. It feels warm. 
“These fish live in warm water,”  
explains Grandpa.

AQUARIUM
GUIDE
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There are blue and yellow fish, and big 
and small fish. 

CHAPTER 2

Color
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There are long and short fish, and spiky 
and smooth fish, too.

Water Everywhere!

Size

Texture
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CHAPTER 2

Then Steph and Grandpa see the 
jellyfish. “Watch them move. They open 
and close,” says Grandpa.
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Water Everywhere!

Outside, they follow the stingrays.
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