
® by Jerry Craft  •  illustrated by J.R. DeBard



  

GRAPHIC STORY
LITERATURE

ISBN: 978-1-5322-6016-2 

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights 
reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopy, recording, or any information 
storage or retrieval system, without permission 
in writing from the publisher. A 
Printed in Guangzhou, China.  xxxx-xx-xxxx

 
LEXILE® is a trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc., and 
is registered in the United States and abroad. 

E-books and additional digital resources 
available at benchmarkuniverse.com.

Toll-Free 1-877-236-2465  
www.benchmarkeducation.com
www.benchmarkuniverse.com

B e n c h m a r k  E d u c a t i o n  C o m p a n y

145 Huguenot Street • New Rochelle, NY • 10801

Graphic Story
Look for the genre features noted below as 

you read this book. Use the features to help 
you understand the text.

The separate 
sections on a 

page are called 
panels. 

Graphic Story

A narration 
box acts as 

the voice of a 
narrator in a 

story.

Read the text in 
each panel from 
left to right, top 

to bottom.

 A sound effect 
shows important 
sounds that are 
not spoken by 
the characters.

Speech balloons 
show the 

characters’ 
dialogue. 
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Today is Town Day—a big celebration 
with games, food, an art contest, 

the 4th grade spelling bee, and 
the biggest event of all, the 3k race! 

But while everyone is talking 
about winning, all I’m thinking 

about is losing …

… losing my two  
best friends.

It all started three weeks ago …

CHAPTER 1: THE 3K
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This is Amrita. She's a hard worker. 
If she puts her mind to something, 
she almost always gets it done.

Danny is always joking around, 
except when it comes to his art. 

THAT he takes very seriously.

As for me, my name is 
Devin and my thing is 

s-p-e-l-l-i-n-g.

Okay, class, Town Day 
is in three weeks so 
start prepping now. 

You heard her! Our 
race training starts 
tomorrow at 10 a.m.
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Training Day 1

I can't believe you 
woke us up for this 

on a Saturday.

Now, according to the 
map, we take Allen Street 
all the way down to Jay 
Street. Then we finish on 

Charles Lane.

I doubt any of us can
run that much today.

Well, maybe 
you can’t. But if 
Amrita can do it, 

then I can too! 

Wait, Danny, 
we have to pace 

ourselves.

You do it your way,
and I’ll do it my way!
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Five minutes later …

Fine, Amrita, 
we'll do it your 

way.

This is tougher than 
I thought.

Well, it is our first day.
How about we just walk 

the rest of the way?

Now THAT I can 
do. How about you, 

Danny?

I want you to 
call me a cab.

Okay, you’re 
a cab!
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Training Day 2

Thanks,
Mrs. Watanabe.

Breakfast was 
delicious. Ready to 

go, Danny?

I guess so. I’m 
pretty tired 

though.

He was up late 
working on his art 

project.

Joyce, remember when 
you won the race?

And placed second 
in the art contest in 

the same year?

Oh, Mom, that was 
years ago!

Of course she did. 
Come on, guys.  

Let’s go.

CHAPTER 2: TRAINING DAYS
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By the time we made it to Jay Street, Danny and I were ready to q-u-i-t. 

Sorry, Amrita, 
we can't run 

anymore.

Well if super 
Joyce did it,  
I have to be 

able to do it 
too. 

But just 
not today.

We can take a 
break.

You should 
keep going.

We don’t want 
to mess up your 

training.

Thanks, Devin! 
But you’re my 
best friends.

I want to do 
this together.
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You're our best 
friend, too, so we 
would never want 
to keep you from 

winning.
Right, Danny?

Well, I’d rather 
she finished second, 

behind me, but …

What Danny means 
is: we want you to 

keep going!

Thanks, guys!
What are you 

looking at?

I just found a 
shortcut to  

victory!
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Come on.
Follow me!

Look! If we cut through 
the woods, we can end 
up at the finish line on 

Charles Lane.

I'm thinking, the 
less time I spend 

on training for the 
race, the more time 
I will have for my 

art project.

Not even super 
Joyce won 

BOTH!

But that’s cheating!

Just kidding, 
Dev.

Come on. Let’s 
go back.
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