ﬂ‘fl@ﬂ@ RAGE




GRAPHIC STORY
LITERATURE

Level
Lexile®

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. Al rights
reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopy, recording, or any information
storage or retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the publisher. @

Printed in Guangzhou, China. XXXX-XX-Xxxx

LEXILE®is a trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc., and
is registered in the United States and abroad.

E-books and additional digital resources
available at benchmarkuniverse.com.

ISBN: 978-1-5322-6016-2

Toll-Free 1-877-236-2465
www.benchmarkeducation.com
www.benchmarkuniverse.com

BeNcHMARK EbucaTioN COMPANY
145 Huguenot Street » New Rochelle, NY « 10801

Graphic Story

Look for the genre features noted below as
you read this book. Use the features to help
you understand the text.

The separate
sections on a
page are called
panels.

A narration
box acts as
the voice of a
narrator in a
story.

Read the text in

each panel from

left to right, top
to bottom.

Graphic Story

A sound effect
shows important
sounds that are

not spoken by
the characters.

Speech balloons
show the
characters’
dialogue.




CHAPTER I: THE 3K

Topay 1s TOWN DAY — A BIG CELEBRATION
WITH GAMES, FOOD, AN ART CONTEST,
THE 4TH GRADE SPELLING BEE, AND
THE BIGGEST EVENT OF ALL, THE 3K RACE!

BUT WHILE EVERYONE 15 TALKING

ABOUT WINNING, ALL |’M THINKING
ABOUT IS LOSING ...

.. LOSING MY TWO
BEST FRIENDS,

IT ALL STARTED THREE WEEKS AGO ...



THIS 1S AMRITA. SHE'S A HARD WORKER,
IF SHE PUTS HER MIND TO SOMETHING,
SHE ALMOST ALWAYS GETS IT DONE.

DANNY 15 ALWAYS JOKING AROUND,
EXCEPT WHEN IT COMES TO HIS ART.
THAT HE TAKES VERY SERIOUSLY,

r

Okray, cLass, TowN Day
IS IN THREE WEEKS 50
START PREPPING NOW.

AS FOR ME, MY NAME 15
DEVIN AND mY THING 15
5-P-E-L-L-I-N-G.

YOU HEARD HER! OUR
RACE TRAINING STARTS
TOMORROW AT 10 A.M,
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| CAN'T BELIEVE YOU
WOKE US UP FOR THIS

ON A SATURDAY. '
g; — NOW, ACCORDING TO THE

MAP, WE TAKE ALLEN STREET
ALL THE WAY DOWN TO J AY
STREET. THEN WE FINISH ON
CHARLES LANE.

| DOUBT ANY-OF US CAN
RUN THAT MUCH TODAY.

WELL, MAYBE
YOU CAN'T. BUT IF

AMRITACANDOIT,
‘ THEN | CANTOO!

\l‘ Ty r 17
WaIT, DANNY,
WE HAVE TO PACE
OURSELVES,

" YOU DO IT YOUR WAY,
2 AND I’LL DO IT MY WAY!
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FIVE MINUTES LATER... |

INE, AMRITA,
WE'LL DO IT YOUR

WELL, IT 15 OUR FIRST DAY,
HOW ABOUT WE JUST WALK
THE REST OF THE WAY?

THIS 15 TOUGHER THAN
| THOUGHT.

Now THAT | caN
DO. HOW ABOUT YOU,
DANNY?

| WANT YOU TO
CALL ME A CAB,

OKaAY, YOU'RE
A CAB!




CHAPTER 2: TRAINING DPAYS

TRAINING DAY 2

THANKS BREAKFAST WAS
MRS. WAT ANABE. DELICIOUS. READY TO
G0, DanNy?
Le 3 -”
- T
'*;-‘-‘ = | GUESS 50, I'M
PRETTY TIRED
THOUGH.
_ . _ »
Q\\Q ;-;—.-:) \ HE WAS UP LATE
e
M WORKING ON HIS ART
PROJECT.

=

OF COURSE SHE DID.
COME ON, GUYS.

JOYCE, REMEMBER WHEN
b YOU WON THE RACE?

AND PLACED SECOND
IN THE ART CONTEST IN
THE SAME YEAR?

OH, MOom, THAT WAS

YEARS AGO! f




BY THE TIME WE MADE IT TO JAY STREET, DANNY AND | WERE READY TO Q-U-I-T.

SORRY, AMRITA,
WE CAN'T RUN
ANYMORE,

WE CAN TAKE A
BREAK,

| ABLETODOIT

WELL IF SUPER
JOYCEDID IT,
| HAVE TO BE

TOO.

But JusT
NOT TODAY.

YOU SHOULD
KEEP GOING.

WE DON’T WANT
TO MESS UP YOUR
TRAINING,

THANKS, DEVIN!
BUT YOU’RE mY
BEST FRIENDS,

| WANT TO DO
THIS TOGETHER.




7 YOU'RE OUR BEST
FRIEND, TOO, 50 WE
WOULD NEVER WANT

TO KEEP YOU FROM

WINNING,

RIGHT, DANNY?

WELL, I’'D RATHER
SHE FINISHED SECOND,
BEHIND ME, BUT ...

" WHaAT DANNY mEANS
15: WE WANT YOU TO
KEEP GOING!

WHAT ARE YOU

| JUST FOUND A
SHORTCUT TO

LOOKING AT? VICTORY!




COMEON, X
FoLLOW mg!

LOOK! IF WE CUT THROUGH N@ I’m THINKING, THE
THE WOODS, WE CAN END — LESS TIME | SPEND B
UP AT THE FINISH LINE ON ON TRAINING FOR THE |
CHARLES LANE. £ | RACE, THE MORE TIME
| WILL HAVE FOR MY

ART PROJECT.
NOT EVEN SUPER

JOYCE WON
BOTH!

JUST KIDDING,
: Dev.
COME ON. LET’S
GO BACK.






