
®

GRAPHIC STORY

Y35807

About the Author-Illustrator
Chuck Gonzales is an illustrator living in 

Brooklyn, New York, and Providence, Rhode 

Island. He illustrated the OMG column in TigerBeat 

magazine for over a decade, designed the characters for 

a Nick Jr. show called Swoosh, and illustrated the Worst- 

Case Scenario Junior Edition series. He is the author and 

illustrator of the graphic novel Oscar the Mighty. He’s 

excited to be writing about a topic as important to young 

people as keeping our planet clean and green.

 Level  U/50
 Lexile®  NP

Science & TechnologySpot    n

Social StudiesSpot    n

LiteratureSpot    n

TM

TM

TM

In the year 2080, the world has become a garbage- 
filled desert, crawling with garbage monsters. One 
day, Elena and her brother, Carlos, battle a shape-
shifting garbage monster. With help from Vera the 
Oracle, they learn that the world wasn’t always so 
barren. And Elena has powers she didn’t know she 
had—powers to be the Eco Hero. 

written and illustrated 
by Chuck Gonzales 



  

Eco Hero ends with Elena using her powers to make 
the world a greener place. What do you think Elena does 
next? Write a story that tells what happens next. 

But first, analyze Elena to gain a deep understanding 
of the character. Use a chart like the one below to analyze 
the character. Then use your new understanding when 
writing about Elena in your story. 

Write a Sequel

 Character Name:

What does the 
character want?

How did the 
character get it?

What does this 
show about the 
character?

WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING
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Graphic Story
Look for the genre features noted below as 

you read this book. Use the features to help 
you understand the text.
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The separate 
sections on a 

page are called 
panels. 

Graphic Story

A narration 
box acts as 

the voice of a 
narrator in a 

story.

Read the text in 
each panel from 
left to right, top 

to bottom.

 A sound effect 
shows important 
sounds that are 
not spoken by 
the characters.

Speech balloons 
show the 

characters’ 
dialogue. 
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SATURDAY, JULY 6, 2080

Good morning, 
Elena.

Not the gloves  
again, Elena.  
It’s too hot.

It’s never too hot for 
gloves when your
thumbs are green.

CHAPTER 1: A WORLD OF GARBAGE
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Why am I stuck 
with these? No one else

has green fingers.

Mija, don’t  
ever be  

embarrassed.

You were born with
them, they make you 

special. But I don’t  
want to be  

special.

You are one
of a kind.

Hey, at least you
can’t get caught

red-handed.
CARLOS!
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Today’s news proves that we 
officially live in a desert of  

garbage. Be safe out there, Elena.

You are not getting away 
with it this time, you 
filthy bag of trash!
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These trash monsters have 
really gotten out of hand.

No respect.

I got you 
cornered.
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Carlos, that wasn’t 
cool to joke about 
Elena’s thumbs. Go 

check on your sister 
and make sure  

she’s okay.

While you’re out 
there, make sure the 

trash monsters didn’t 
do anything again. Hmm.  

This doesn’t  
look good.

I do not trust
garbage monsters.

CHAPTER 2: TRASH MONSTERS
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Elena, why are  
you in the  
junkyard?

CARLOS!
Give me a hand with 

this garbage!

Get in  
there!
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Uh-oh, it’s 
shape-shifting.

I won’t take it 
anymore! 

CHAAAAAAARGE!

How are you  
going to take 
that apart?!

That didn’t work, Elena.  
It’s reassembling!
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Kinda 
looks like …

… a bull!

Look at her! She is staring down that  
garbage monster without any fear. She’s fierce!

Elena’s ready!!
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