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Graphic Story
Look for the genre features noted below as 

you read this book. Use the features to help you 
understand the text.

The separate 
sections on a 

page are called 
panels. 

Graphic Story

A narration box 
acts as the voice 
of a narrator in a 

story.

Read the text in 
each panel from 
left to right, top 

to bottom. 

 A sound effect 
shows important 
sounds that are 
not spoken by 
the characters.

Speech balloons 
show the 

characters’ 
dialogue. 

Level  T/50
Lexile®  NP
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I swear i saw 
a sewer gator 

when i came down 
here earlier …

… It could
 have come from 

the burst pipe.

Eva, i’m  
freaking 

out!

Yeah, i d-d-d-don’t 
know about this.

METRO CITY, U.S.A.: THURSDAY, 11:15 A.M.

CHAPTER 1: DON’T GO DOWN THERE!
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C’mon, i’m 
going in.

But what 
about the 

gator?

There’s nothing 
down here in 
the basement. 

I’ll prove 
it to you.
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18 HOURS EARLIER: WEDNESDAY, 5:15 P.M.

TROPICAL STORM  PHOEBE HAS  
GATHERED STRENGTH OFF THE COAST…

 Mmm ... 
tostones!

… AND IS HEADED OUR 
WAY. STAY TUNED FOR 

UPDATES.

CHAPTER 2: A MYSTERIOUS TEXT
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Abuela, 
look at this. 

My friend kayla 
sent me this 

crazy photo.

Kayla got it 
from her cousin.
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He and his friends were skating at bridge park, and they saw 
this freaky tail come out of the water.

They screamed, and the thing 
slithered away before they could 

get a good photo.

HMM …

ALEX! 
GIVE THAT 

BACK!
AWESOME!
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Kayla thinks it 
was a dinosaur, 

but dinosaurs are 
extinct, so …

Is it  
a snake?

… or some kind 
of lizard?

That’s no  
lizard!

That’s a 
SEWER GATOR !
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   CHAPTER 3: TRUTH OR MYTH?

Back in my day, i heard about the 
sewer gators. There were stories  

about where they came from.

SWAMPLAND, FLORIDA, 1962

Many people brought baby 
gators back to metro city.

I heard that some people even 
got them through mail order.

PEEP!
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The stories people  
told about them  

were wild.

I heard 
that as they 

grew bigger …

… and as their 
teeth grew 
sharper …

… the gators 
weren’t so 

 cute anymore!

A metro city 
apartment was 

no home for 
a pet gator.
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