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Simple 
Beginnings

Johannes Gutenberg made big changes 
to how books were printed. He introduced 
movable type and the printing press to 
Europe. Before his inventions, making a 
single book could take hundreds of hours. 
Johannes was a craftsman whose press 
made it possible to share ideas more easily. 

movable type—printing type made 
of individual pieces that can be 
rearranged to make different words

craftsman—a worker who practices a 
craft that requires skill with their hands
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Johannes was born around 1395 in Mainz, 
Germany. In 1411 a political battle in Mainz 
made it too dangerous to stay there. He and his 
family packed up their belongings. They moved 
to what is now Strasbourg, France. While in 
France, Johannes worked for a goldsmith who 
taught him how to make coins.

political—relating to the things 
people do to gain or keep power

goldsmith—a person who makes 
gold jewelry or other items
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Mainz, Germany, around 
the time of Johannes’ birth
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Johannes began printing 
with metal type in the 1430s. His 
goldsmithing skills came in handy. 
He already knew how to make 
molds. Now he poured molten 
metal into them to make individual 
letters. Johannes soon used these 
letters to improve the way printing 
presses worked. 

molds—containers that are used to give 
shape to something that is poured or 
pressed into them

molten—melted by heat

     CHAPTER 2

Changing 
Books Forever
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Johannes (right) examining a page 
printed on his press, 15th century
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