


Ideas for Parents  
and Teachers
Pogo Books let children practice  
reading informational text while  
introducing them to nonfiction  
features such as headings, labels,  
sidebars, maps, and diagrams, 
as well as a table of contents, 
glossary, and index. 

Carefully leveled text with  
a strong photo match offers  
early fluent readers the support 
they need to succeed.

Before Reading
• �“Walk” through the book and  

point out the various nonfiction  
features. Ask the student what 
purpose each feature serves. 

• �Look at the glossary together. 
Read and discuss the words.

Read the Book
• �Have the child read the book 

independently. 
• �Invite him or her to list questions  

that arise from reading. 

After Reading
• �Discuss the child’s questions.  

Talk about how he or she might 
find answers to those questions.

• �Prompt the child to think more. 
Ask: Have you ever seen snake 
eggs? What more would you  
like to learn about snakes  
after reading this book?
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TEARING FREE
Rip, rip. A small,  
soft snake egg rips  
open. Out pokes a  
tiny head. A sharp  
egg tooth helps the  
snakelet tear free.

egg tooth
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The snakelet slowly slithers out.  
It uncurls its long body for the  
first time. This is just one step  
in the snake’s incredible life cycle.

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Most snakes  from  
eggs. The mother finds  
a warm, dark, and damp  
spot. She then lays her  
eggs on the ground or  
in a nest. She leaves her  
clutch of eggs. They will  
hatch on their own.

But other snakes stay  
to protect their eggs.  
Some warm their eggs, 
too. Pythons curl around  
their eggs. They brood  
until the eggs hatch.

A corn snake lays 10 to 30  
eggs in one clutch. But a  
Burmese python lays up  
to 100 eggs in one clutch!Fo
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python
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There are around 3,000  
different kinds of snakes.  
Most of these reptiles lay  
eggs. But some give birth to  
live snakelets. The embryos 
grow in eggs. But the eggs  
hatch inside the mother.  
Then the snakelets emerge.
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SHEDDING SKIN
Look at a snake’s shed skin.  
You can see patterns. They show  
the snake’s scales. Try this  
activity to shed some skin.  
What will you see?
What You Need:
	 •	 white glue
	 •	 your hand

	 Spread a thin layer of white glue on the palm  
	 of your hand. This is like a layer of skin.

	 Let it dry. Don’t touch anything!
	 Now carefully peel off the layer of glue.  

	 Try to keep it all in one piece like a snakeskin.
	 Wash your hands well with soap.

	 Now look at the glue you peeled off. What patterns  
	 do you see? You should see lines from your hand.  
	 It has your hand’s pattern, just like a snake’s skin  
	 keeps its pattern.
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