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ANCIENT 
CIVILIZATION

The sun sets in Yucatán, Mexico.  
The sunlight casts a shadow on  
an ancient pyramid. Is that a  
serpent moving down the steps?  
No! It’s a trick of the light.  
Welcome to Chichén Itzá!
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Chichén Itzá was once a . 
Maya people settled here more than 
1,500 years ago. Toltec people moved  
here about 500 years later. Pictures of  
them are carved in stone.
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Chichén Itzá covers four square 
miles (10 square kilometers).  
At one point, about 50,000 
people lived here. There are 
more than 20 buildings.  
They are all made of stone.
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One of the buildings is an .  
From it, the Maya people studied the stars.  
They used this knowledge to create calendars.  
This helped them track the passing of time.

STONE BUILDINGS

observatory
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 took place at  
the Platform of the Skulls.  
Look closely. Carvings of  
skulls cover the sides.  

Platform of 
the Skulls

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly


	Chichén Itzá
	Credits & Copyright
	Table of Contents
	Chapter 1: Ancient Civilization
	Chapter 2: Stone Buildings
	Chapter 3: Chichén Itzá Today
	Quick Facts & Tools
	Glossary
	Index
	To Learn More



