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CHAPTER 1

WHAT YOU SEE IS
WHAT YOU GET

The Weisman Art Museum in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, looks like
a sculpture. Cubes, cones, and
cylinders pop out from its walls.

Weisman
Art Museum




Shanghai
Astronomy Museum

Museums often look like what they feature
on the inside. The Shanghai Astronomy
Museum in China is all about outer space.
So the museum was built to look like it!
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Architects design museums.

They start with blueprints.

They build models. Then,
engineers and construction
workers build the museums.
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AIR, LIGHT,
AND LOAD
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Museums hold special items. They help
preserve them. Glass cases keep air out.
Why? Objects can melt or crack if they
get too hot. Damp air can also damage
items. Dirty air can turn them yellow.
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