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The events of September 11,
2001, happened before T was
born. We never learned much
about it in school before now.



They were called the Twin
Towers. Maybe some of you
have visited the World Trade

Center complex where they It's in lower
once stood? Manhattan.
Terrorists attacked
I have! My grandparents in other areas of the

took me to a memorial country that day too.
there—and a museum.

T knew enough about that day to get nervous when kids
started asking questions.

., Whowerethe = Why did they
Where else _)d'd terrorists? want to attack the
they attack: United States?



I fried raising my hand
to offer some answers,
but Mr. Petrie just
kept talking.

Were they
Middle
Eastern?

Is that the same
as Muslim?

They were angry about
different issues. One
was that the United
States had troops in
the Middle East. The
terrorists wanted
them out.

They were from the
Middle East. Many
people there are Muslim.

What's
that?



I shrunk down in my seat when Mr. Petrie started to
explain. And for a teacher, he wasn't doing an excellent
job—probably a C- at best. As he talked, kids were

looking over at me.

Muslims are people who

follow Islam, the religion.

The men who planned the
attacks were Muslim, but

they were also terrorists.

What is a
terrorist?

They belonged
to a group called
al-Qaeda and
planned the
attacks.

A terrorist is
someone who uses
fear or violence
to try to make a
change.



I raised my hand
again, hoping to
explain a little better
how the Muslims they
know are different
from terrorists. But
Mr. Petrie didn't call
on me.

Finally, the bell rang, and class was over at last! But in
the hall, the questions kept coming—except now they
were directed at me.

The headscarves are a
Muslim thing, right?

Do you ever get scared

people migh‘r think you're Do your parents

a ferrorist? know your religion
has terrorists in it?

Hey, don't be so
rude—Sari's not a
terrorist!

Well duh, T
know that. I'm
Just saying,
people.



Walking home, I felt exposed
and noticeable in a way I never
had before.

Why had I chosen
such a bright hijab
to wear that day?

Was everyone who
passed by in their
cars looking at me?



Book Club Questions

. Who is the narrator, and how
does her point of view affect
the story?

. Why does Sari feel uncomfortable
when her classmates talk to her
after their lesson?

. What theme is the author trying
to communicate?

. Explain how Mz Petrie could
have done a better job leading
the discussion about 9/11 at the
beginning of the book.

. How could working together
as a whole class help bring the
students together?

. This book happens between
two time periods. How did the
illustrator show the difference in
time?




	Cover
	Page 2 - Credits
	Page 32 - About Us
	IBC - Book Club Questions
	Thank You



