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‘We’re going to save Smurfette!’

Gargamel is in Paris and he wants Smurfette. When he 
takes her from Smurf Village the Smurfs are not happy! 
Why does Gargamel want the magic potion? And can 

the Smurfs save Smurfette? 

STORY WORDCOUNT: xxx

Popcorn ELT Readers are a series of low-level graded readers for students 
in the early stages of learning English. Based on popular films, TV series and 
classic children’s literature, the range of titles is designed to motivate and 

engage younger learners. Each title includes a variety of fun activities, which 
cater for different learning styles, and is supported by online teacher’s notes.
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everyone from 
Meet ... 
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Gargamel

Hackus

Gargamel is a 
wizard. He is staying 
in Paris, in France. He 
does magic tricks.
Gargamel does not 
like the Smurfs. 

Gargamel made 
Vexy and Hackus. 
They are Smurfs, but 
they are not blue.

Vexy

Smurf Essence comes from the Smurfs. 
When Gargamel has Smurf Essence, he 

can do magic tricks. Vexy and Hackus 
drink Smurf Essence every day.

Before you read …
What do you think? 
Who wants to make 
the magic potion?

Smurfette

Clumsy

Grouchy

Vanity

Papa Smurf can make a 
magic potion. The 
potion turns Smurfs blue!

The Smurfs live 
in Smurf Village. 

Papa Smurf

The magic potion
Smurf Essence

The river
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AW

real

New Words

save

Verbs
Present	 Past
break	 broke
fall 	 fell
know	 knew

That’s a great 
magic trick!

I’m sorry!

Please save 
me!

4 5

naughty 

magic potion plan turn blue

world

‘I’m sorry!’

magic trick

What do these new words  
mean? Ask your 

teacher or 
use your 

dictionary.

jar

It is a jar. They are naughty!

He is making a magic potion.

birthday

Let’s make 
a plan!

The world is beautiful.

Happy birthday!
It’s OK! It’s 
not real!

He turned  
it blue!
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Smurfette’s story

A long time ago, Gargamel made a Smurf. She 

was small, but she wasn’t blue. 

‘Go to Smurf Village!’ said Gargamel. ‘And be 

naughty!’

The new Smurf was very naughty. The Smurfs 

didn’t like her. ‘She can’t stay here!’ they said to 

Papa Smurf.

But Papa loved all Smurfs. He made his magic 

potion. He turned the Smurf blue. Now she was 

nice. She was Smurfette.
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CHAPTER ONE
Gargamel’s plan

In the Opera House in Paris, people came to 

watch the wizard, Gargamel. Wow! Everyone 

loved Gargamel’s magic tricks!

Gargamel went back to his hotel room. Vexy 

and Hackus were there.

‘I don’t have much Smurf Essence,’ he said. ‘But 

I have a plan.’

Gargamel’s plan
✥ �Find out about Papa Smurf’s 

magic potion.

✥ �Turn Vexy and Hackus blue!

✥ �Take a lot of Smurf Essence 
from Vexy and Hackus.

✥ �A lot of Smurf Essence = 
more magic = The world is 
MINE!
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In Smurf Village, it was Smurfette’s birthday. 

But she was not happy.

‘Am I a real Smurf?’ she asked Papa.

‘Of course!’ Papa answered. ‘And the Smurfs 

are your friends!’

‘I’m going to find Smurfette,’ said Gargamel. 

‘She knows about Papa Smurf’s magic potion.’

‘I can go!’ said Vexy.

‘OK,’ said Gargamel. ‘But you’re not going to 

like Smurf Village. Everyone’s happy there!’
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Smurfette walked to the river. Suddenly, Vexy 

came out of the water.

‘I ran away from Gargamel!’ shouted Vexy. 

‘Oh no!’ said Smurfette. ‘I can help you.’ 

‘Ha ha!’ shouted Vexy. ‘You’re coming with me!’ 

‘Papa Smurf!’ shouted Smurfette. ‘Help me!’

The Smurfs were very sad.

‘Where is Smurfette?’ asked Vanity.

‘We are going to find her,’ said Papa. 

‘But how?’ asked Clumsy Smurf.

‘Who doesn’t like the Smurfs?’ asked Papa.

‘Gargamel!’ said Grouchy.

‘Let’s find Gargamel!’ said Papa. ‘We’re going 

to save Smurfette!’
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Can you speak French?

Bonjour! = Hello!

Merci! = Thank you!

They love the cakes!
There are always lots  
of people in the 
cafés in Paris.  
Which cake would 
you like to eat? 

They love the paintings! 
Paris is famous for its paintings. This 
painting is by Claude Monet. Do you 
like it? You can see a lot of paintings 
at the Louvre.

★ 
Find out about 

two more places 
in Paris! 

★

They love the Eiffel Tower! 
Many people go to the 
Eiffel Tower. It is very old! 
It opened in 1889. At night 
there are 20,000 lights on 
the Eiffel Tower!

PARIS
CITY OF

LIGHT

Paris

2726

Real World

What do these words mean? Find out.
city  million  people  famous  painting 

2.2 million people live 
in Paris, but twenty-
nine million people 
go to the city every 
year. What do they 
love about Paris?

France

The Louvre
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	 1	 Start at This.  

Go: three right     two down    two left  

	 2	� Start at Let’s. 

Go:	 one up   one right 

	 3	 Start at She.  

Go: one down   two left    

one up   three right   

1	 Match the sentences with the pictures. 1	 Follow the instructions and write the message 
from Gargamel.	 a)	 Gargamel made her.

	 b)	 He drinks Smurf Essence.

	 c)	 It is her birthday.

	 d)	 He is a wizard

	 e)	 He has two sisters.

	 f)	 He is bad.

2	 Put the sentences in order. Write 1-6.	

	 a)	 The people in the shop didn’t like Hackus.	

	 b)	 Gargamel put Smurfette in a jar. 	

	 c)	 Vexy and Hackus ran after her. 	

	 d)	 Vexy and Smurfette saved Hackus. 	

	 e)	 Smurfette ran out of the room.	

	 f)	 The jar fell off the table.	  

1

After you read Puzzle time!

a

This find Smurfette. is

the Let's She potion.

make plan. can my

This  ________  ________  ________ .

Let’s  ________  ______________ .

She  ________  ________  ________ 

______________ .

Gargamel

is my

28 2928

Where’s the popcorn?
Look in your book.  
Can you find it? Fo
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	 You are going to make Papa Smurf’s magic 
potion. Work in groups of three. Take it in 
turns to add one thing to the potion. Can you 
remember the other things?

	 You can use these words to help you:

2	 Circle the correct word.
Imagine …

First I put in an 
old t-shirt …

First I put in an old 
t-shirt. Then I put in 
some seawater ...

First I put in an old 
t-shirt. Then I put in 
some seawater and 
something blue …

a)	 It is in was and in were.	

b)	 It is in love but not in live.	

c)	 It is in real and in run.	

	d)	 It is in plan and in blue.	

e)	 It is in day but not in say.	

3	 Find out the word and draw it.

	 a)	 Smurfette talks to Papa. She wants  

to be a bad / naughty / real Smurf.

	 b)	 Smurfette doesn’t want to help  

Gargamel. He is angry / happy / sad.

	 c)	 Hackus goes into the shop. He is  

blue / naughty / nice.

	 d)	 The Smurfs live in Smurf Village. They  

are bad / happy / naughty.

	 For example:

something blue

an old t-shirt yesterday’s dinner

hairs from a cat

some rain

a wizard’s shoe

something very small a page from a book

some seawater

a cold wind

some bread

w
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1	
T 

8  Listen and read. 

I'm Gargamel 

I’m Gargamel the Wizard,
I’m bad as you can see. 
I don’t like the Smurfs
And they don’t like me!

I’m Gargamel the Wizard,
I’m bad as you can see. 
I am never nice,
So don’t be nice to me!

2	
T 

9  Say the chant.

Chant

32
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